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From the desk of Dr. John Grenfell Il

Sacred moments. Moments when the Eter-
nal intersects time. Life is enhanced. Lives
are changed. As we fast approach December
25, we do well to consider the sacred mo-
ments in our own lives. Moments when our
lives were impacted and yes, enhanced. Mo-
ments when we were changed. My hunch is
that those moments were connected to that
moment in time when the Eternal One put on
flesh. Can folks like us fathom One larger
than the universe becoming an embryo?
What might lie behind this One capable of
just saying the Word and there was light
choosing to become dependent upon the
nourishment of a young woman?

An audience of angels watched with wonder
as God learned to walk. As time rolled on,
the Child began to talk. And as He spoke,
He continued to shed light. In a world so
full of darkness, He knew how desperately
we need the light. As folks listened, they
heard Him say things like, “Love your
neighbor as yourself.” He even said, “Love
your enemies.” And as we scratch our heads
and strive to convince ourselves of how un-
realistic such notions can be, His voice can
still be heard if we listen close enough. And
I think He’s saying, “Now do you under-

stand why you need Me?”

Life has a way of revealing our need for
Someone bigger and better than ourselves.
Yes, we do need help, don’t we? Christmas is
a time for us to celebrate a God willing to
come to our rescue. Today is no different
than that moment in time when God put on
flesh. Ours is a God still willing to come into
our world. Your world and mine. And we do
well to celebrate. I’m convinced there is no
greater celebration than to allow the love of
Jesus Christ to fill us to overflowing.

My hope and my prayer for each one of us is
that our moments in time, yes, including this
moment, become sacred. May your heart be-
come like the womb of Mary, a vessel filled
with the gift of Christmas. For as hard as it is
for us to fathom, that was His heart-felt desire
when He first came into our world, that we
might become one with Him — forever. May
this Christmas be a genuine celebration of
who He is, who He has created us to be, and
His willingness and ability to help us become
that man or woman He has in mind.

Have a blessed Christmas!
John

Sunday Worship 9:00 & 11:15 AM

December 16

Scripture: Luke 3: 1-6
Sermon:  “History’s Hinge”
Dr. John Grenfell lll, preaching

Scripture:
Sermon:
Dr. John Grenfell lll, preaching

December 23

Luke 1: 39-55
“Songs From the Heart”

Christmas Eve Services
Family Worship 4:30 PM, Candlelight 8:00 and 10:00 PM

We will have only one service at 10 a.m. on Sunday, December 30th
Sunday School will not meet.
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
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Mr Chester A Simpson ~ 1/21
Mrs Jill Watkins 1/21
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Mrs Michelle Kopcak 1/22
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Mr Whitney Stevens 1/24
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Mr Melvin Litke 1/26
Michael Davis 1/27
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Mrs Dot Kornegay 1/27
Mr James Groat 1/28
Mrs Julie Fitzsimmons  1/29
Danielle Gomrick 1/29
Mrs Lisa Berlanga 1/30
Ryan Dugan 1/30
Alexander Magee 1/30
Mr Robert Mason 1/30
Mrs Joan Curreri 1/31
Mr Alex Meszaros 1/31
Jenine Rowe 1/31
Ms Carol Saunders 1/31
Mrs Terri Scrimger 1/31

Mrs Elizabeth Ann Stump 1/31

Truth Project

Something so exciting is
coming that you will want to
ask God if you can be apart
of it. Starting January 2008
there are a limited number of
openings to be on the ground
floor of something that could
revolutionize the way we live
and think as believers in Jesus
Christ. The Bynum'’s attended
the Truth Project Conference
so our church can take part in
an outstanding journey that will
challenge our worldview.
Would you be willing to take the
“pre-journey” tour so the rest of
our church can have an oppor-
tunity in the fall of 2008 to take
part in an in-depth Christian
Worldview experience? Pastor
John will be preaching along
these lines as opportunities to
“gaze on the face of God” in

home groups will be offered with
DVD teachings by Dr. Del
Tackett. You can find out more
about this foundation building op-
portunity by going to Truthproject.
com.

What is truth? Who is God?
Who is man? What about sci-
ence, philosophy, and ethics?
What does God say about labor,
the state, community, and the
law? This is a taste of what will
be addressed with other brilliant
minds weighing in like Ravi
Zacharias, Os Guiness, and RC
Sproul. Barna research reports
less than 3% of those, who call
themselves Christians in Amer-
ica, have a biblical worldview and
of those who say they are “born
again” believers only 9% under-
stand and function in a biblical
worldview. Let’s join together to

be sure our grandchildren and
future generations know of the
saving grace of our Lord and
Savior.

To participate in the pre-
journey tours that will be offered
on Sunday evenings and Mon-
day mornings beginning in Janu-
ary talk to Jim or Linda Bynum
513-6852(h) 453-5280(w).

SERENITY GROUP
1st & 3rd Tuesday
1:15—3:00 pm

Have you been thinking about a
winter Bible Study? Why not start
with “In The Beginning,” GENESIS.
Serenity is a small group of women
who meet on the first and third
Tuesday of each month at the home
of Grace Clouse where we enjoy
fellowship as we study, God’s Word.
We will be starting on January 15.
For more information please call
Grace Clouse at 416-0129.

All church conference: Tuesday, December 18 at 7:30 pm
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 Beacon Deadline 3 4 5
N EW YEARS DAY 6 a Men/Women Prayer Brkfst
5:30 p Wednesday Dinner
CHURSH CLOSED 6 p Drama Team Practice
6 p Wednesday at 1st
7:30 p Boy Scout Troop
7:30 p Chancel Choir Rehearsal
6 7 8 9 6 a Men/Women Prayer Brkfst 10 11 12
8:30 a Pre-Service Prayer 9 a BSF Leaders Meeting 8:30 a BSF 9:30 a Lilly Circle 7 p Trustee Meeting 8 a Soup Kitchen 8 a Soup Kitchen

9 a Worship Service
Holy Communion
10:15 a Sunday School
11:15 a Worship Service
4 p Exploring our Faith
Confirmation
4:30 p Fusion Band Practice
6 p Fusion

10 a Truth Priject

11:30 a Sixty Plus Club
7pAA

7 p Evangelism Meeting
7 p Plymouth Oratorio

1 p Rose Circle

12:30 p Beacon Belles

5:30 p Worship Band rehearsal

6 p Beckridge Chorale

6:30 p Fusion Band Practice

8 p Gems “Whistle Down the
Wind”

10 a Knee High Fellowship
12 p UMW Board Meeting
12:30 p Myrtle Cricle

1 p Good Small Group

5:30 p Wednesday Dinner

6 p Drama Team Practice

6 p Wednesday at 1st

6 p Children Choir Rehearsal
7 p Stephen Ministry

7:30 p Boy Scout Troop

7:30 p Chancel Choir Rehearsal

7:30 p Festival Bells rehearsal

5:30 p Parent’s Night Out
6 p Area 56—Movie Mania

5 p PC Alano Club Meeting

13 14 15 Beacon Deadline 16 6 a Men/Women Prayer sies: | 17 18 19

8:30 a Pre-Service Prayer 9 a BSF Leaders Meeting 6:30 a Voting 9:30 a Crocus Circle 6:45 p N.E.W. Small Grp 9 a CPR/AED Certification
9 a Worship Service 10 a Truth Project 8:30 a BSF 11:30 a Ruth Circle 7 p Finance Meeting

10:15 a Sunday School 7p AA 5:30 p Worship Band renearsal | 220 P Wednesday Dinner 7:30 p Festival Bells rehearsal

11:15 a Worship Service 70 Pl th Oratori 6 p Beckridge Choral 6 p Drama Team Practice

12:30 p Orchestra Practice p Flymou ratorio p Beckr 'ge orale ! 6 p Wednesday at 1st

4:30 p Fusion Band Practice 6:30 p Fusion B@nd Practice 6 p Children Choir Rehearsal

5 p Truth Project 6:30 p Men’s Bible Study 7:30 p Boy Scout Troop

6 p Fusion 7:30 p Chancel Choir Rehearsal

20 21 22 23 6 a MenWomen Prayer rkist 24 25 26

8:30 a Pre-Service Prayer Martin Luther King 8:30 a BSF 10 a Knee High Fellowship 2 p Knitting & Crochet Grp 7:30 p Village Voices
9 a Worship Service . 12:30 p Beacon Belles 1 p Good Small Group 7 p Trustee Meeting Concert & Dinner
10:15 a Sunday School HOIIday 5:30 p Worship Band rehearsal 5:30 p Wednesday Dinner 7:30 p Festival Bells rehearsal

11:15 a Worship Service
4:30 p Fusion Band Practice
5 p Truth Project

Church Closed

6 p Beckridge Chorale
6:30 p Fusion Band practice

6 p Drama Team Practice
6 p Wednesday at 1st
6 p Children Choir Rehearsal

6 p Fusion 6:30 p Men’s Bible Study 6 p Poppy Circle
7:30 p Boy Scout Troop
7:30 p Chancel Choir Rehearsal
27 28 29 30 6 a Men/Women Prayer sriist 31
8:30 a Pre-Service Prayer 9 a BSF Leaders Meeting 8:30 a BSF 5:30 p Wednesday Dinner 6:45 p N.E.W. Small Grp

9 a Worship Service

10:15 a Sunday School
11:15 a Worship Service
12:30 p Orchestra Practice
4:30 p Fusion Band Practice
5 p Truth Project

6 p Fusion

10 a Truth Project
7pAA
7 p Plymouth Oratorio

5:30 p Worship Band rehearsal
6 p Beckridge Chorale

6:30 p Fusion Band Practice
6:30 p Men’s Bible Study

6 p Drama Team Practice

6 p Wednesday at 1st

6 p Children Choir Rehearsal

7 p Stephen Ministry

7:30 p Boy Scout Troop

7:30 p Chancel Choir Rehearsal

7:30 p Festival Bells rehearsal

¢ ag8ed
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Livewires has ended for the fall, but we
will be back in January. We begin our
next 8-week session on January 9"
Help is needed for the winter session.
There is a need for a Preschool teacher
who would commit to teaching the ses-
sion as well as assistants for the pre-
school class and the elementary class.
Please contact Abby if you are inter-
ested in filling on of these positions.

AN ARl(,

This year, our Sunday
» School classes are go-
ing to work to help
those who are hungry
by bringing their offer-
ings to Sunday School and we will do-
nate them to the Heifer project.

¢\LL
K/

With Heifer's approach they help peo-
ple obtain a sustainable source of
food and income. By our gifts and the
gifts of others, Heifer gives families
that are in need an animal that can not
only help provide for the families, but
also can be a source of income. A
cow can provide milk for the family as
well as the extra milk can be sold for
income.

With Heifer's giving back policy, when
a family has an animal they commit to
giving the first offspring to someone
else who is in need. This makes the
gift of an animal go much further than
one family, it continues the cycle of
giving.

We are all just one person, but when
we give our offering before God, God
can make miracles happen. God will
bless all of our pennies and quarters
and dollars and He can make them
into much bigger gifts. This | am chal-
lenging our Sunday School kids to
work together to fill an ark for those in
need. This means each week we will
bring our offering to Sunday School
and put it in our special Fill an Ark
containers. Each week we will count
the money and update you as to what
we can buy now! | challenge each kid
to begin to bring an offering each
week to help us Fill an Ark!

On December 16 from 12:30-4:00
all 5™ and 6™ graders are invited to a differ-
ent kind of Christmas Party. There will be
food, fun, and games, there will also be an
incredible scavenger hunt where we shop
for presents for kids in need. Mark the date
on your calendar now and more informa-
tion will be coming in the mail. The cost is
$5 to help us buy the presents for kids at
Methodist Children’s Home. To sign-up,
contact Abby at the office or abby@pfumc.
org or to volunteer to be a driver for this
event.

Results from the All Church
Christmas Dinner and Auction

What a wonderful evening! Everyone
who attended the Christmas dinner
and auction on December 2 was
truly blessed - by the wonderful meal
prepared by the Men's Ministry, by the
fellowship shared among the 190 peo-
ple who attended, and by having a
hand in raising $2,698 to go to the
Heifer Project. The UMW is so very
grateful to the many people who made
this event possible: Gordy Van Putten,
his family, and the Men's Ministry for
preparing and serving dinner, Alice
Rea for accompanying our Christmas
carols, Dennis Brunzell for his enter-
taining auctioneer skills, the UMW Cir-
cles and Sunday School classes for
donating so many beautiful baskets
and jars for the auction, individuals
who made items, Grace Clouse and
Diane Dolmage for coordinating the
live and silent auctions, Henna and
Poppy circles for decorating and
cleaning up fellowship hall, Rosemary
Jones for arranging and coordinating
all the details of this event, and to the
congregation for their support and
generosity. With the funds raised at
the auction, the UMW will be able to
purchase the following animals for the
Heifer Project: 2 sheep, 4 goats, 2
heifers, 2 llamas, 1 water buffalo, 2
pigs, 2 trios of rabbits, 2 honey bees,
2 flocks of chicks, 2 flocks of ducks
and geese. These animals will be
given to individuals and families in de-
veloping countries and enable to them
to improve their nutrition, economic
standard of living and the lives of oth-
ers in their villages as they share the
offspring of their animals.

GIVING TREE

Donate NEW hats,
gloves, mittens,
and scarves.

The GIVING TREE is located in
the front entry way. Bring your do-
nations in from now until Christ-
mas. The donations will be distrib-
uted to Field School
Step.

and First

We will have the oppor-
tunity to assist The Sal-
vation Army and it's
Adopt a Family program
this Christmas.  Five
families will be shared with us, 2 large
(4 or more children) and 3 small (3 or
fewer children). Individuals, families,
community groups, Bible Study
classes, Sunday School classes or
Youth groups can "adopt" one of these
families and provide a Merry Christ-
mas. As well as gifts for the children,
we are also asked to supply Christmas
dinner, with the list of groceries
provided. Please consider adopting a
family or sharing a family with another
group or class. | will have the informa-
tion for you in Fellowship Hall and will
answer any of your questions. The
particular families will be assigned to
our church by the middle of Novem-
ber. Please pray about this and open
your hearts to some of our neediest
neighbors this Christmas.

Debbie Single

The Roe Scholarship
The Board of Trustees will be ac-
cepting applications for the Roe
Scholarship from now until Feb-
ruary 28, 2008. The Deadline is
March 1st. This scholarship is
granted to full-time students in
the fields of Ministry or Christian
Education. Questions? Call Greg
Giles at (734) 927-4305. Pick up
applications in the church office
and return them to the Trustees
Mailbox.

#9% &



Come and Listen

A CHRISTMAS BENEFIT CONCERT FOR ANGEL TREE
deaturing Rufud farmid
SUNDAY + DECEMBER 16™ + 6:00ma

Cajoy a great night of Chridtmad mudic
anel hear indpiring .?irrgc.lr Cree tedtimonied,

Doord open at Opm, concert beging at 6:30
ﬂﬁcrgfnw following concert

ch HAclmiddion
A love offering will be taken

Dexren Unimen Morsooist Cruscn
7643 Hunow Rivin Dave D M
TA4-426-B4B0, wiww DINTIRUME. GHEG
(Do 8 & siLis wist of Asn Azsos)

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 877-642-4573

¢
)%%II
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An estimated 52,000 children in Michigan
have a Mom or Dad in prison.

When your parent is in prison, so are you.
Your heart is locked behind a wall of lone-
liness. Your future is bound by shame.

Jesus came to set the captives free.
Through Prison Fellowship’s Angel Tree,
you can bring the love of Christ to prison-
ers’ kids throughout Michigan.

By supporting Angel Tree, you can reach
out to the “Least of These” and break the
cycle that puts prisoners’ children at risk
of one day being in prison themselves.

From Christmas to camping to mentoring,
your financial support can help young bod-
ies grow stronger, build confidence, &
heal wounds.

Support Angel Tree today and put your
faith into action.
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MISSIONS THE KAPPLERS IN KAZAKHSTAN

Dear Family and friends,

Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than men!
-Acts 5:29

I wish you could have seen pastor Orachbai baptizing a new believer in Uzbekistan last month. It was very special for me
to be there since telling people about Jesus is officially illegal in Uzbekistan. Most missionaries have had their visas canceled and
had to leave Uzbekistan. But one of our association churches is there; near Tashkent, the capi-
ﬂ tol city. Itis in the village of Gagarin, named after the famous Soviet Cosmonaut. We feel
responsible to visit and encourage them to continue obeying Jesus Christ's command to preach
the good news to all nations. Pastor Orachbai has relatives in the historic city of Samarkand.
We went there for sightseeing, and stayed with his relatives. Even though they are Muslim, we
found them to be quite willing to hear about Jesus. Before we left, Orachbai's brother-in-law
asked if we would get him an Uzbek language Bible. He wanted to begin studying for himself.
Since the political situation in Uzbekistan is restrictive of gospel preaching, Orachbai and his
= | church members must be very careful about meeting R

g _—_ \,ﬂ t|mes and places. So please pray for the Gagarin
church to be faithful in the midst of potential perse-

cution.

4

0 Some pastors will stop receiving salary support
at the end of December This step is being taken in order to prevent unhealthy depend-
ency on foreign funds from mission organizations. We feel that we have communicated
this reality very well over the last five years, but a few pastors and churches are still not :
prepared for the inevitable change. Gagarin Uzhekistan |

We are expecting smaller churches to encourage their pastors to be bi- worship meeting
vocational. These churches will take the form of a house church where the pastor has
employment outside of the church to supplement what support the church can provide.

__ Please pray for us during this transition time Some churches will be strengthened in their faith.

& they are already self supporting. At the same tlme evangelists are working diligently to start

H new works in the villages of Antonovka (north), Acksukent (south), and the national capitol,
Astana. Please pray diligently for these faithful workers.
W We are so grateful for your continued prayers and financial support. We depend on the faithful-
ness of our supporters every day.

| Love in Christ,
Kris and Sarah Kappler

P.S. This is the most recent Kappler family picture. Included is also Extreme Walk Missionary, Nicole Stiles.

Here’'s a Chance to Bless Heather B.

Our own Heather has 2 needs we could help her with that will improve her ability to do ministry. Her schedule has be-
come so full in Cairo that she needs a car to be more effective. Public transportation is very slow and not very reliable.
Her second need is money for plane tickets to the scheduled conferences that she has a significant role in. We need to
raise about $10,000 in a relatively short time period (ALREADY $2275. has come in).

Here is a quote from Heather, “ So, as | think through the finances...there is no way | can do this on my own. Thisis a
‘God-sized’ challenge for sure. To be honest, | am feeling pretty vulnerable and humbled in asking you all to consider
joining with me in helping this automobile endeavor happen quickly. Would you take some time today, stop and ask the
Lord if you could be a part of helping me go forward with the ‘Transportation’ project?”

Donations can be mailed or dropped off in the church office. PLEASE clearly mark the envelop for Heather. If you
would like to see her entire email and that of her team leader, please send an email to linda@pfumc.org and it will be for-
warded to you.

All Church Conference: Tuesday, December 18th at 7:30 PM



LEADERSHIP TRAINING
DAY
SATURDAY, JANUARY 26
9:00 AM—NOON
MARBLE MEMORIAL UMC

Brochures have been widely dis-
tributed for this event, with the
theme “Training Leaders for a
Stronger Church”.

There are six free workshops, fol-
lowing a keynote address by Rev.
Terry Gladstone, Conference Di-
rector of Congregational Resil-
ience.

1) Volunteers in Mission

2) 2) How to Start a Young Adult
Ministry

3) 3) Trustees

4) 4) Staff Parish Relations

5) 5) Strategically Planning Your
Church’s Future

6) 6) Roadmap for a Healthy Con-
gregation

Call your church for a brochure and

registration form. Contact the District
Office for further information at (734)
663-3939.

Registrations are due by January 15.

When you are finished with Lay Leader-
ship Training you can still make the sec-
ond part of West Side’s training:

New Training offered at Ann
Arbor:
West Side

Saturday, January 26
9-11 am and 1-3 pm

The Christian Education Committee of
Ann Arbor: West Side United Method-
ist Church will be offering two work-
shops:

Christian Education, a Matter of the
Heart: Sunday School Teachers
9:00—11:00 a.m.

A strong and vibrant Christian Educa-
tion program lies at the heart of a
growing church. Would you like to be-
come more than just a good teacher?
Would you like to have a long lasting
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effect on the faith of the children you
are teaching? Then this workshop is
for you. All teachers of children up
through 5th grade are encouraged to
attend, or if you have ever consid-
ered becoming a Sunday school
teacher you are welcome.

Mary Marzec, Director of Disciple-
ship from West Side UMC, will be
leading both workshops. A charge of
$10 per person for each workshop
will be collected at the door, and all
profit will go to West Side Christian
Education general fund.

Volunteer Management
1:00—3:00 pm

Learn to help your committee/team
be an active and vital ministry. All
Pastors, chairs of committees and
anyone who leads volunteers or any-
one interested in recruiting, motivat-
ing and recognizing volunteers is en-
couraged to attend.

To register, call Mary at (734) 663-
4164

Sunday school classes have
open enrollment. You are
welcomed to join a class at
any time or change classes if
you like. Sunday School for
all ages runs from 10:15 —
11:10 am

PURPOSE DRIVEN LIFE
Dr. John Grenfell

Its fascinating that we find in the
opening  passages of Ephesians
these words, “For He chose us in
Him before the creation of the world
to be holy...And He made known to
us the mystery of His will which He
purposed in Christ...” Yes, our lives
were purposed in Christ before crea-
tion.

Rm. Parlor

METHODISM IN THE WORLD
Rich Hoy

This class is studying the roots and
history of Methodism. Rm. CORE
PARENTING IN GOD
Shelly Kopcak

This class is for parents of any age
children. As a group, we choose reli-

gious-based parenting studies and take
turns leading sessions. Meets on the
2" Sunday of the month only

Rm. 07

LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY
Jeanne Martin

If you desire to explore what Scripture
teaches about prayer, experience
prayer and deepen your prayer life, then
this is the class for you. Rm. 304

CHRISTIAN BELIEVER
Bob Smith

This Adult Bible Study focuses on what
are agreed to be the essentials to Chris-
tian faith for which many through the
ages have been willing to die. It may be
viewed as an all-ages class on Christi-
anity 101. Rm. 107

TACTICS IN DEFENDING THE FAITH
Sandra Kosky

This 10-12 week course is designed to
train us to speak of our faith, graciously
and with confidence in such discussions
with others about what we believe and
why. For older high schoolers through
adults. Rm. LO7

MOVIES AND MESSAGE
Cathy Montgomery/Chris Beaudoin

Adult and youth are welcome to join us
for a lively discussion, hands on activi-
ties and plenty of laughter. In this class
we will watch a clip from a movie or TV
program and use scripture to discern
Biblical application. Plan to participate
every week or drop in whenever you
would like.

Rm. L3

BOTTOM LINE BIBLE STUDY
Steve and Cindy Crecelius

Each Sunday we will discuss the scrip-
ture reading and bottom line from the
children's Sunday school curriculum,
but from an adult perspective. This will
allow us the chance to discuss and
share with our children what God is
teaching us all from His Word and
how He wants us to apply those les-
sons in our daily lives. Rm. L13

SCRIPTURE OF THE MORNING
Meri Lyn Hill

This will be a Bible study on the scrip-
ture used in that day’s morning wor-
ship. We will use the questions in the
Serendipity Bible to encourage our
deeper understanding of God’'s Word
and discuss the relevance to our lives
of faith in Jesus Christ. Rm. L09




MISSION:

The mission of Arbor Hospice is to give
comfort, assurance and care to families
and patients who have life-limiting ill-
nesses, and to educate and nurture oth-
ers in this care.

LOCATIONS:

Arbor Hospice & Home Care
888.992.CARE(2273)
www.arborhospice.org

2366 Oak Valley Drive
Ann Arbor, MI 48103
734-662-5999

331 N. Center Street
Northville, MI 48167
248-348-4980

19145 Allen Road, Suite 110
Trenton, MI 48183
734-486-4060

HOW DO | JOIN A SUPPORT
GROUP?

Our support groups are open to any-
one in the community, and while
there is no fee for our groups, we do
encourage donations to help cover
the cost. Support groups meet for
eight weeks and pre-registration is
required!

FOR GROUPS STARTING IN FEB-
RUARY 2008, PLEASE CALL TO
REGISTER BY JANUARY 21st!

----------------------------------

Fear not, for I have redeemed you: :

I have called you by name,
you are mine.
When you pass through the waters
I will be with you;
And through the rivers,
they shall not overwhelm you;

When you walk through fire

you shall not be burned,

: And the flame shall not consume you. :

For I am the Lord your God,
the Holy One of Israel,
your Savior.

ISAIAH 43:1B-3

----------------------------------

COPING WITH GRIEF

During the Holidays
and Other Special Days

“HOW CAN | GET THROUGH THE
HOLIDAYS?”

There is no single answer to this commonly
asked question—simply do what is com-
fortable for you.

DO WHAT IS COMFORTABLE

The key is finding out what is right for you.
Some people want to be surrounded with
the familiar and spend time with family and
friends. Others prefer to avoid familiar
sights and sounds. And still others find that
creating something brand new is best for
them. Change can be good and difficult at
the same time.

Here are some tips to help you discover
what is best for you:

1) Remember that the key to surviving
the holidays is to PLAN ahead. For
surprises may evoke even greater feel-
ings of loss.

2) Be aware that this might be a difficult
time for you. The additional stress of
the holidays (or another special day)
may affect you emotionally, cogni-
tively, and physically. This is a nor-
mal reaction, and it is important to be
prepared for these feelings.

3) Recognize that the holidays will not
be the same. If you try to keep every-
thing exactly as it was, you will most
likely be disappointed. Be prepared to
be flexible, and remember that doing
things a little differently can still pre-
serve some continuity with the past.

4) Be careful not to isolate yourself. It is
important to take time for yourself,
but don’t cut yourself off from the sup-
port of family and friends. The holi-
days may affect other family members
as well. Talk over your plans. Respect
their choices and needs too, and com-
promise, if necessary.

5) Avoid additional stress during this
time. Decide what is special and im-
portant, and what can be missed this
year. Consider whether you can suc-
cessfully cope in those upcoming holi-
day events or situations. Be easy on
yourself—remember you can’t please
everyone.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUPS
FEBRUARY 2008

ANN ARBOR

Pathfinders Family Group
Monday, 6-8 pm
Feb. 4-March 24

Adult Loss of a Parent
Tuesday, 7-8:30 pm
Feb. 5-March 25

General Loss
Wednesday, 10-11:30 am
Feb. 6-March 26

Loss of a Spouse or Partner
Wednesday, 7-8:30 pm
Feb. 6-March 26

Loss of Adult Child
Thursday, 4:30-6 pm
March 6-April 24

Location: Arbor Hospice & Home care
2366 Oak Valley Dr. Ann Arbor 48103
To register or for more information:
Please call Patrice at 734-794-5177
(Toll-Free 888-992-2273 X177) or email
info @ arborhospice.org.

DOWNRIVER

Adult Loss of a Parent
Monday, 7-8:30 pm
Feb. 4-March 24

Loss of a Spouse or Partner
Monday, 7-8:30 pm
Feb. 4-March 24

Location: Arbor Hospice & Home Care
19145 Allen Road, Suite 110, Trenton
To register or for more information:
Please call Vicki at 734-486-4060

Or emalil info @arborhospice.org.

WESTERN WAYNE

General Loss
Tuesday, 7-8:30 pm
Feb. 5-Feb. 26
(Note: only 4 weeks)

Location: Arbor Hospice & Home Care
331 N. Center St. Northville

To register or for more information:
Please call Sandy at 248-348-4980

Or emalil info @arborhospice.org.




el &
v ,’.E}* | Mary Bozell, Pat Carne, Hila Collins,

Adam Davis, Mary Davis, Sandy Fercho,
£ Jenny Frew, Jean Fried, Jean Glenn,
?Fr Py _Vince Maiorana, Carol & Alex Meszaros,
! wier=mr  Lyda Miehlke, Cathy Montgomery,
Jeanette Schryer, Florence & Ron Turner,
Evelyn Stanible, Katherine Thompson, Elizabeth Trame,
Gordon Tyler

4

Sarah Bosman, grandaughter of Elsie Mae Trinka
Larry Bowles, friend of Cokers

Vivian Bryde, aunt of Bob Nelson

Lindsey Cerilli, friend of the Brooks family

Mary Cherrie, friend of Torngas

Jim Ferguson, father of Stephanie Saia

Milt Goldman, friend of the Whitecars

Eleanor Gornall, mother of Sharon Hoard

Emma Hans, granddaughter of Tammy & Gary Lockwood
Judy Holtmann, mother of Don Klingler

Susan Hunter, friend of Dolly Porter

Jack, friend of Tammie Todd

Eleanor Jones, friend of Zerbys

Eric Jones, friend of Zerby's

Ann & Conrad Krankel, friends of Zerbys

Kenneth Korb, son-in-law of Betty Austin

Greg Kozell, brother of Kim Beney

Marilyn Lain, aunt of Natalie McLaughlin

Nancy Leach, friend of Chris Beaudoin

Dave Maiorana, son of Vince and Lois

Lynda Mclintosh, daughter of Bonnie ller

Gary McKinley, son-in-law of Greta Poole

Wayne Mielke, friend of the Costellos

John Mitchell, friend of Jan Shettler

Nicholas Morgan, friend of Jim & Grace Clouse
Rev. H. L. Nelson, father of Robert Nelson

Amy Noabh, friend of Sandy Hackett

Paul Peacock, friend of Leavengoods

John Potter, friend of Nancy Remick

Jeff Quinn, son-in-law of Bonnie ller

Marino Scarpone, father of Janet Robertson

Bob Sigmon, friend of Zerbys

Doug Smith, friend of Dave Daley

Mary Tavana, friend of Sharon Walk & Kim Lehmer
Christine Wall, granddaughter of Carol Wall

Sarah Wood, sister of Gordon Tyler

Randy Yanska, friend of the Zerbys

Brenda York, niece of Muriel Gyde

Danny Zabicki, friend of Mark Carver

&

Heather Berlin, Clay Lajoie, Sarah & Kris Kappler, Beth Ann
Nelson, Christina Wichert

&

Justin Atkinson, Beau Barker, Kevin Bowen, David Bruch,
Kevin Clafton (Strobridge), Brandon Cook, Rob Day
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(Fowler), Robert Hoole (Good), Jeremy Thomas Jones,
Jeff Klein, (Jackie Simpson’s grandson) Ernie Kra-
jewski, Matthew Kimsal, Ryan McClain, Christopher
MccClain, Casey McKinley (Poole), Capt. Dustin Mitchell
(Tillapaugh), Brandon Saleh, Jessica Skelly, Justin
Skelly, Michael Wells

Vince Maiorana whose mother passed away on Nov 26.

.. .Doris Diedrick on the birth of her

first Great grandchild, Madelyn Regan on December 3rd.
Proud parents are Matt & Heather Regan of Clifton, VA.

We are so appreciative for all of the many prayers, cards,
visits and phone calls we have received these past weeks. It
has been a struggle at times, but God has been so gracious to
us both—Ron’s retina reattached and | have a clear bill of
health. Praise the Lord!

Our sincere thanks to our wonderful church family.

Ron & Florence Turner

CHANGES IN PHONE BOOK

Paul & Debra Clancy Michael & Barbara Toth
9805 Tuscany Valley Way 8932 Rushside Dr
South Lyon, MI 48178-9027 Pinckney, M| 48169-8215

45 345 ; 35;

Please have all of your pledges and donations in for the
year 2007 no later than December 30, 2007. The
Church office will be closed December 25, 26 & 31,
2007 and January 1, 2008. If any donations are received
for the year 2007 in January 2008, it will be applied to
the new year of 2008. We need to do this in order to
balance out our records and send out annual statements
promptly. If you should have any questions, please con-
tact Susan Henry, Financial Secretary. Thank You.

FINANCIAL SUMMARY UPDATE
AS OF NOVEMBER 2007

We are grateful for the tithes and offerings given to
support our Ministry Budget. Your continued faith-
fulness makes our congregation programs and
outreach ministries possible. Through our Ministry
Budget, we grow in faith and share Christ with oth-
ers.

Through November our expenses have exceeded
our income by $34,173.18.

Please give prayerful consideration to bringing
your pledges up to date. If you are planning any
additional gifts this year this would be an excellent
time to do so. God Bless.
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Soul Care

Practical Ministry Skills
One of my favorite classes in
graduate school was called
"History of the Care of Souls." As
the name implies, the course high-
lighted key people and movements
that have influenced soul care over
the centuries—from the Didache to
the Moravians to Evelyn Underhill.
After a few months of studying, |
finally began to realize that my soul
is something separate from my
body—something that needs to be
nurtured and cared for in a unique
way.

But as valuable as the content
was, my real education in the area
of soul care was more practical.
Our professor's name was Dr. Dor-
sett, and whenever he saw a stu-
dent in the hall, he would call out,
"How's your soul, brother?" This
happened to me once when | was
having a particularly bad day, and
so | decided to answer his question
honestly. | told him that my soul
was not good. Amazingly, he lis-
tened as if he really wanted to
know. And he prayed for me as if
he really hoped things would get
better. It was a small lesson, but
one that | have valued for years
after.

As a leader in small-group ministry,
you have an inherent responsibility
to care for the souls of others. You
also have an inherent responsibility
to care for your own soul.

Sam O'Neal, Managing Editor,
BuildingSmallGroups.com

Suggested Reading: Soul Feast
by Margie Thompson

One of my seminary professors
recommended this book to me and
it is one of my all time favorites.
Linda Bynum

CPR/AED TRAINING

Coming Saturday, January 19,
2008 at 9:00 am is an opportunity
to renew your cards or receive first
time training in CPR and Auto-
mated External Defibrillator. Mark
your calendars—more information
is coming.

BOOKBYTES

Your FUMC Librarian volunteers have
been shopping again and purchased
some new DVDs, children's books, fic-
tional and non-fiction books for the
shelves.

Jan Karon's Father Tim fans will remem-
ber his ventures in small town Mitford,
NC, after his retirement from the Episco-
pal pulpit. Now he gets a mysterious, un-
signed note saying, "Come home!" He's
been away from his Mississippi hometown
of Holly Springs for 38 years and wonders
what would need his return now. Join Fa-
ther Tim as he returns, remembers his
childhood there, and unravels the mystery
behind the note.

You can go home again, but will it be the
same? Pick up this new Jan Karon book,
Home to Holly Springs, the first of a new
Karon series, in your FUMC Library.

If you've read a good book and want to
refer others to it, fill out a Share A Book
form on the checkout desk and leave it in
the basket. It will be posted on the Rec-
ommendation Board for other readers'
convenience! Charlene Churchmouse
wants to draw a picture of her special
book, but is reminded that the pictures are
for the children's books. Although---if
she's a really good artist.....

Useless Fact: A crocodile cannot stick out
it's tongue. (That's bad manners anyway)

L -‘_\' It's Cookie Time

. Okay, you've been
"thinking cookies" for
a few weeks now
and it's time to fill you in on the What,
the Where and the When! The Cookie
Walk will take place on

Sunday, December 16th ~ 8:30 until

the cookies are all gone.

With our new worship schedule, those
of you participating in classes be-
tween services might want to shop
before the 9:00 service to get the best
selection. Watch for more information
and for the sign-up in Fellowship Hall
beginning mid-November. The pro-
ceeds will go toward the Appalachian
Service Project, so be prepared to
"Bake a Difference" for this worthy
cause, and then to buy your home-
made cookies by the pound. Stay
tuned!

UMW News..

RUTH CIRCLE
Ruth Circle will meet
(weather permitting) on
Wednesday, December 19th
at 11:30 in the Church Parlor.
We will be having our annual
Christmas luncheon. As an added
treat—Marcia Van Oyen, our Di-
rector of Music, will be joining us to
lead us in singing Christmas Car-
ols. Guests and new members
very welcome.

Any questions call, Katherine
Thompson (734) 459-8227.

Kitchen knives by

M RAD Aws S—

POPPY CIRCLE
Rada Knives are Back

Poppy Circle has taken over the
selling of the popular Rada Knives.
We will be selling them throughout
the year but orders can be placed
for Christmas. Orders can be
called into Betty McCully at 734-
454-4641. Orders must be placed
by December 14™ to make it in
time for Christmas. Any questions
please contact Betty McCully at
734-454-4641 or bet-
tymccully@aol.com or Chantel
Spieth at 734-394-1195 or
mersmile@aol.com.

Flower Calendar

- The new Floral
“%_  Calendar for 2008
is now available.
Sign up
iy today for
- r special date.

Bulletin Stuffers Needed

Do you have a free hour on Friday
afternoons? If so, consider helping
stuff inserts for the Sunday Bulletins.
Contact Margo Jenkins at (734) 455-
3563.

Attention Military Families
Please notify the church office or
Rob Wells with the current ad-
dresses and a picture of your fam-
ily member.

All church conference: Tuesday, December 18 at 7:30 pm
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Hurry, all men and boys, you don’t want to miss our Wild Game Dinner and Program to be held

)% beginningat $% (&. at the church. What a menu and program we have in store for you. It is
rumored that there will be venison, wild goose, duck, pheasant, others yet to be determined (we choose from
only the freshest road kill), fish, and a mystery meat - Not recommended for the faint of stomach and heart!
Join us for an evening of Christian fun and fellowship. Please purchase a ticket in advance so we know how
much to prepare. Tickets require a $10.00 donation. All proceeds will go toward sending the devotional book,
Strength for Service to God and Country to service men and women. Contact Gordy VanPutten or Pastor Dave
for tickets or to donate to this great cause. Hope to see you there!

Smear of
Deer

Fist-full of
Pheasant

Fillet of
Fish

Gob of
Goose

Dabof | | oot o
Duck Hunk of Skunk? Squirre

NOTEworthy  concerts with a cause........

SING WE Now OF CHRISTMAS
Birmingham-First Chamber Choir in concert

Saturday, December 15 at 7:30 p.m.
First United Methodist Church 45201 North Territorial Road Plymouth, Ml

6:30 p.m. Dinner, proceeds to benefit ASP

The Birmingham-First Chamber Choir is a unique collection of music students, professional musicians, and amateur
choristers. The students bring fresh energy and vitality, the professionals bring valuable experience and expertise, and
the amateurs bring a contagious love of singing. Now in its fifth season, the Birmingham-First Chamber Choir is di-
rected by its founding artistic director, Tom Trenney. The ensemble has performed in concert throughout Michigan and
Ohio, debuting with the American Choral Directors Association in 2006. The group has sung with such esteemed con-
ductors as Anton Armstrong, David Davidson, Joseph Flummerfelt, Alice Parker, and William Weinert. The Birming-
ham-First Chamber Choir is committed to offering its members a healthy, supportive community in which to share mu-
sic making at a very high level. The choir seeks to offer its audiences compelling, communicative performances that in-
spire and enable a greater love of the choral art.
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WE'RE ON THE WEB!

PFUMC Ski Day

Saturday, January 12

we will be having a Ski day for all who are inter-
ested. We will be going to Alpine Valley which is
in White Lake. In the past we have taken the Jr.
High School students skiing and that will be the
case again this year but everyone who wants to ski
or snowboard is invited.

We will be getting discounted tickets because of a group
rate, so if you want to go call and reserve your spot through
the church office now.

The deadline will be Sunday, January 6".
$28 for lift tickets
$18 for ski/snow board rentals




