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From the desk of Dr. John Grenfell Il

Mention has been made of our Hope for the City
initiative and our Global Outreach Weekend
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coming up. Some of you are already plugged in;
others of you are scratching your heads. So a
“heads-up” is in order.
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First and foremost, let’s pray. God is clear on
this; He wants us to pray. Some are quick to
point out that God knows all things, so why do
we need to pray? Indeed, this is a great question,
one we all do well to ponder. If God is omnis-
cient and knows what we need before we ask,
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why do we need to pray? Could it be that God is
more interested in prayer for reasons beyond sup-
posedly finding out what we think we need?
Does God desire to be related to in ways that

YOUTH 5
DIRT
SR HIGH ADVENTURE TRIP
PRIMETIMERS
LEADERSHIP SUMMIT
TRUTH PROJECT
CHOIR CONCERT/ ICE CREAM SOCIAL

don’t relegate His status to that of a Divine bell-
hop? | think so. His Word to us is clear; God
desires a personal relationship with you, with me,
and with every person we have ever encountered.
Sharing with others is essential for relationships.
Talking, listening, reflecting, yes, sharing. When
Jesus wrapped up the whole Decalogue brought
down from Mt. Sinai by Moses by saying, “Love
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the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind, and love
your neighbor as yourself,” I assure you He had
right relationships in mind. And He wants us to
share. So let’s begin by praying that we are
rightly related to Him and to one another.

Jesus was clear about His parting desire when He
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commissioned us to “go and make disciples of all
...” I’'m sure He included those in Plymouth and
the surrounding Detroit area when He issued His
Great Commission. For those of us who truly
love Jesus and those He has surrounded us with,
this is a tall order. So we pray. And we invite

FINE ARTS ACADEMY 8

July 13

Scripture: |l Corinthians 8: 1-7
Sermon: “Planting for the Future”
Dr. John Grenfell lll, preaching

July 20

Pastor David Wichert, preaching

Scripture: Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43
Sermon: “Can We Hate the Sin But
Still Love the Sinner?”

the Holy Spirit to guide us in our response. And
we invite the Holy Spirit to guide those around
us in their response to His ongoing activity in
our midst.

Following church on Sunday, July 27 some of us
will stay in the sanctuary and pray for our com-
munity. Others will be given maps and in teams
of two and three proceed to prayer-walk the sur-
rounding vicinity. Encountering those who are
home, we will ask them how we can be praying
for them and their loved ones. We will share
ways that our church family is willing to help
them. And we hope they will appreciate the fact
that we are not religious wackos, but rather folks
who sincerely care. If they are not home, we
will leave a door hanger with the same informa-
tion, and as we walk we will pray for each
home, business, and school we pass by. “I urge,
then, first of all, that requests, prayers, interces-
sion and thanksgiving be made for everyone ...
that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all
godliness and holiness. This is good and pleases
God our Savior, who wants all men to be saved
and to come to a knowledge of the truth.” (I
Timothy 2:1-4) | assure you that you don’t want
to miss this Sunday. Our guest speaker, Dr.
Tom Grassano, coupled with the special music
provided by the Village Voices, will inspire and
encourage us in ways you will not want to miss.

We invite you to mark the weekend of August
15-17 on your calendar. 1’ll say more about the
Global Outreach Weekend in the next Beacon,
but again, you will find yourself being inspired
and encouraged by your participation in the new
thing God is doing here.

John

Sunday Worship 10 am

July 27

Scripture: John 4: 35,

Matthew 28: 18-20
Sermon: “Hope For The City”
Tom Grassano, preaching




Page 2

Hope City

Detroit "2008

Detroit is a city
desperate for change.

Change
Begins when God’s People Pray

Urban Harvest Ministries is sounding
the call to the body of Christ in the
Detroit area to participate in seven
days of strategic prayer and out-
reach around the city of Detroit
from July 25 ~ August 3, 2008.
Churches of African American, His-
panic, Arab and White distinctions
will join together to bring the hope of
the gospel to devastated inner city
neighborhoods while also focusing
on the twenty blocks around their
respective churches, whether in the
city or the suburbs. We believe that
this united effort around the Detroit
metro area will touch the souls of
many and will invite the hand of God
to change the spiritual climate of this
city.

This week will culminate with a

Hope for the City Worship &
Prayer Rally on August 2, where we
will join together in greater numbers
to worship the only One who is holy
and to pray to the only One who can
change the city.

Hope for the city 2008 at a
glance

~June 16—July 25~

Forty Days of Prayer and Fasting.
In prayer and fasting, God will pre-
pare our hearts, tear down strong-
holds, and prepare the way for out-
reach this summer.

~July 26—August 3~

July 26—the first day of Hope for the
City week will involve the entire net-
work in prayerwalking downtown De-
troit. We will meet by the statue in
front of the Detroit Municipal Building
(corner of Woodward & Jefferson) at
1 pm on Saturday, July 26.

July 27—Each participating church
is asked to adopt the theme Into the
Harvest for their Sunday worship
service. Plymouth First UMC will
have a guest pastor, Tom Gras-
sano, who will preach on “Hope
for the City” using Jesus’ exhorta-
tions on John 4:35 and Matthew
28:18-20. Following the service, we
ask each church to challenge its
members, “Could you not tarry one
hour?”, and then proceed from the
doors of the church into the
neighborhood to walk and pray for at
least one hour.

July 28—August 1 Reclaiming the
Streets—Every church will prayer-
walk its neighborhood for at least two
hours a day, looking for every divine
appointment to share God’'s grace,
love and truth. We will also join in

various parts of the city for prayerwalk-
ing and evangelism during the day.

Prayer Stations and Prayer Evan-
gelism in downtown Detroit. This will
take place every weekday (July 28—
August 1) during the lunch hour, from
11 amto 2 pm.

Strategic outreach. Many churches
will do one day of strategic outreach in
the afternoon/evening in their respec-
tive neighborhood. These outreaches
will include backyard barbecues, block
parties, outdoor worship events, back-
yard Bible clubs, and more. Each
Hope for the City church is invited to
worship and minister together for
these evening events across the city.

Hope for the City—Detroit 2008
Worship and Prayer Rally, Satur-
day, August 2 at 3 pm at Belle Isle.

Celebration of Hope, Sunday, Au-
gust 3 at 6 pm. Location TBA. This
will be a time to honor the pastors of
participating churches and celebrate
the Hope that Christ is bringing to our
city!

“He will give beauty for ashes,

Jjoy instead of mourning,

praise instead of despair.’
Isaiah 61

’

For more information contact:
Urban Harvest Ministries

Applying Bible Principles



The setting for a new series from
Guideposts is a small community in
the South. The new pastor and his
wife arrive in town amid police cars
and fire trucks—and watch their new
church burn to the ground! Evidence
says arson; but who would do such a
thing? The pastor’s wife suddenly
finds she has a talent for sleuthing
and uncovering facts, then piecing
them together. This Mystery and the
Minister’s Wife series delves into
and solves mysteries, much to the
chagrin of the local police chief.

Other Guidepost series are on your
FUMC Library shelves. Tales From
Grade Chapel Inn present mild mys-
teries with three sisters operating a
bed and breakfast. Mysteries of Spar-
row Island series deals mysteries in-
volving nature, basically ornithology.
Although these books are penned by
various popular authors, they are
listed in the card catalog under
Guideposts and promise some excit-
ing summer reading. Check them
out—and enjoy!

Useless fact
Almonds are a member of the
peach family.

OFFERING ENVELOPE
CHANGES

The Finance Committee has
approved that the offering en-
velopes be mailed to your
home bi-monthly instead of
monthly starting in September,
in order to save on postage. In
addition, there will be six spe-
cial offering envelopes that will
no longer be included in the
mailings, but will be included in
the Bulletin and available on
the information table in the
Great Hall.

Those special offering enve-
lopes are as follows:

Human Relations Day in Janu-
ary,

One Great Hour of Sharing in
March;

Native American
Sunday in April;
Peace with Justice Sunday in
June,

World Communion Sunday in
October and

United Methodist Student Day
in November.

Ministries

If you should have any ques-
tions, please call Susan Henry,
Financial Secretary.  Thank
you.

Page 3

Habitat is building
a house in
Mark Caudill’s
memory.

As a member of our church,
Mark volunteered several times
to build houses for Habitat. He
enjoyed it so much, he eventu-
ally became a full time em-
ployee for Habitat. Mark died
last year from cancer. To honor
his contributions, Habitat is
building a house in his memory.

We are organizing work days for
members of our church who
would like to honor Mark’s mem-
ory by helping build this house.
Tentative dates are Saturday,
July 19 and August 2. If you
would like to participate in this
project, please contact Glen
Coker in Fellowship Hall after
Sunday services or by phone at
734-340-2288.

Next Baptism Date
Sunday, July 27, 2008,
10:00 A.M.

Please call the church office,
453-5280 if you would like
to have your child/children
baptized.

Focus Hope Volunteers Needed

Heading On Vacation?

Laban, Al Beback, and Trinity are stuffed traveling companions anx-
ious to go on vacation with you. Parents, with children at home, take
one of our friends with your family on vacation. Each friend has a
journal attached. We would like you to record where you are each
day and where you saw God’s mercy or blessing throughout your day.
Then bring your friend back to Linda Bynum and he will be ready for
the next trip with another family. It will make for some fun conversa-
tion this fall when we see where they have traveled and the blessing
from God you have all seen. It is also a fun way to be intentional
about teaching your children to depend on God and see His hand at
work in every day.

Food pre-packaging for home bound
seniors. Must be at least 15 years old
to volunteer.

Weekdays, 7:30 am—12:00 pm
1:00 pm—4:00 pm

6500 E. Davison

Detroit, Ml

Call for more information:
(313) 494-4188 ask for Andrew or
(313) 494-4401 ask for Darryl
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Vacation Bible School
July 21 ~ 25

9 am to 12 noon

Mark your calendars today!
Kids ages 2 years-4" grade
This is an incredible week of VBS Beach Party where

we will be Surfin’ through the Scriptures. .
Staff Openings:

Surfer Group Leader — Work with a group of varied-aged
elementary students by accompanying them to different learning
stations. Looking for people who just love kids and willing to form
relationships with them throughout the week.

Teacher for 2 year olds — already have GREAT assistants!
Various Station Helpers (Crafts, Science Station, Music, Story and

Vacation Bible School is an incredible opportunity for
us to reach out to children in our community. Please
begin to think about who you can invite to attend our
VBS, it may be a friend, a neighbor, or a classmate.
Help us to reach out to the children in our community!

We are also beginning sign-ups for all who are inter-

ested in helping with VBS this year. Please prayer- . K'tChen_)
fully consider being a part of this amazing week! Actor, Open House Assistants (scoop ice cream and man moonwalks
etc.)

Items needed for Crafts:

Plastic frosting containers (empty)
Plain colored kid (k-4th grade) t-shirts

(new please: to be painted on at VBS)
2 liter bottles (empty, with labels off, caps on)

Call or email Linda Bynum 453-5280/ linda@pfumc.org

Registration forms for participants are online at www.pfumc.org or in
the entry way hall.

Toilet paper tubes (500)
Child size hangers
Cooking oil

Beach themed stickers

Paper towel tubes
Buttons

Small funnels
Liquid food coloring

Join God’s Big Backyard,
where kids learn to serve others and
how doing so helps us to serve Jesus.
Each day we will learn a Bible lesson,

Be a Part of VBS: Help Us With Decorating

It takes many hands and many things to decorate
our church for VBS. This year our theme is Beach
Party. Please contact Linda Bynum if you are inter-
ested in helping to decorate for this awesome week.
We also need help by bringing in many items to
decorate with. We appreciate your donations, or
your willingness to lend. You may begin to bring in
these items at any time. If you would like your item
returned, please mark your items with your name
and we will return them after church on Sunday, July
27" in Fellowship Hall. These are the items that we
need many of to decorate:

Beach umbrellas
Beach bags
Tan bedsheets

Beach chairs
Life preservers
Beach towels

Beach mats Blue bedsheets
Beach balls Visors/Beach hats
Surfboards Other beach toys
Boogie boards Hawaiian type shirts
Seashells

Big blow up animals/tubes

Small pieces of fencing

Sand buckets and shovels

Bags of sand (these cannot be returned)
Pieces of wood to make a boardwalk

do crafts, play tons of games and much
more.
Summer
Day Elementary Day Camps
Kids completed Kinder-
Camps garten ~ 6th grade
August 20, 22, 27, 29
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Cost: $5 a day
Bring a sack lunch (no peanut
products please)

Preschool Day Camps
Age3~5
August 13 and 15
9 a.m.-NOON
Cost: $5 (for both days)

Elementary Day Camps
In order to offer the Elementary Day Camps scheduled for August
20, 23, 27 and 29 we are looking for a leader and helpers for each
day. We have an easy to use curriculum and | will plan everything
for you if you would like. Please contact Linda Bynum 453-5280.
Email: linda@pfumc.org to enjoy a fun day with students and to be a
blessing.

Summer Help Needed
Would you be willing to teach or assist for a Sunday this summer?
We need a teacher and assistant for Summer Classes at 10am for the
2-3 year olds and the 4-5 year olds. Sign-up sheets are outside of
rooms 313 and 311 or contact Linda Bynum 453-5280. Email:

linda@pfumc.org. Thank you in advance
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youth who have completed
cth-8th grades

Every Wednesday will be a
new way-out wacky
adventure.

Laser tag at Zap Zone on July 23
Canoe trip down the Huron River
on August 18.

Then Wednesday evenings be-
tween 6 to 7:30 pm we will gather
at the church for some outra-
geous games, prizes for best
costume, tons of fun and a really
cool message.

We'll have a friendly
competition: Boys vs. Girls

Invite a friend!

Sr. High
Adventure Weekend
July 31 ~ August 2

Cost: $38
(deadline July 23]

Activities Include:

Camping, Hiking, Swimming,
Archery, & Rock Climbing

For more information

contact Joe Rea

Frederik Meijer Gardens and
Sculpture Park in
Grand Rapids
$9 admission
Plus lunch/dinner and help with gas.
Leaving the church at 8 am
and returning in the evening.

September 11

Franklin Cider Mill & Lunch
Leave at 11 am ~ Return by 3 pn

September 29

NEWLY ADDED

A P el oty

Cornwell’s
Turkeyville
Dinner Theatre

10 am departure from church
and returning by 5:30 pm
Only 24 tickets at $33 each
Includes full turkey dinner and
front table seats for the
hilarious play.

/A, ULEADERSH
4 FSUMMIT »

August 7-8, 2008

There are 5 tickets left at the early bird
price of $145. That price is not avail-
able after these are gone.

See Linda Bynum to register your spot
for this dynamic leadership Satellite
event at Kensington Community
Church in Troy.

WHAT ISTHIS TRUTH
PROJECT ALL ABOUT?

GET ON LINE

www.thetruthproject.org
GET INFORMED

Listen to Dr. Del Tackett's vision of
The Truth Project

Hear the testimonies of such renowned
scholars, writers, and theologians as
Ravi Zacharias,

R.C. Sproul, Os Guiness
and others involved
in The Truth Project.

GET INVOLVED

Attend the powerful interactive Truth
Project simulcast training event here at
First Church on Saturday, September

27,2008 8:30 am ~ 4:30 pm $109
($149/couple) Early Bird registration

fee ends August 15th.
Muic 2, SUNDAY
o) @ S AUGUST 3
s S 11-12 pm

THANKYOU—ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Everyone is invited to have ice cream
while listening to the music learned on
the Stowe, Vermont Choir Tour.

See Back Page for more information.



It's estimated that in the United
States there are over 45 million old
cell phones sitting in drawers and
closets. These old cell phones
could help tens of thousands of our
citizens feel safe and secure by
converting them into 911 emer-
gency-use cell phones and given
away for free to those in need.

Any phone that can be turned on
can be used to call 911. It's always
a free call and will connect you to
the nearest local emergency opera-
tor. If you have a cell phone, you're
always close to getting help. But if
you don't have a phone, you could
be in trouble.

That's where Secure the Call Founda-
tion comes in. We're a nonprofit coali-
tion of Police Departments, Sheriff's
Offices, Battered Women'’s Shelters,
Neighborhood Watch Groups, Com-
munity Service Organizations and
Senior Citizen Centers. We take your
donated phone and convert it into a
911 emergency only phone and give
it back to our coalition partners for
distribution. If you have a need for a
911 phone, we'll work to get you one.

We have received more requests for
phones than we currently have avail-
able to give out. We need your old
cell phones to make this program a
success.

For additional information, please visit
the website at
www.donatemycellphone.org.

Cell phones can be dropped off in the
church office and we will forward
them to this program.

COFFEE SERVERS NEEDED!

We need 6 wrists to serve coffee this summer for Fellowship
Hour each Sunday. Make sure all wrists are flexible and are in
good working condition to pour coffee into cups. Also one

designated finger must be able to push the brew button on the

coffee maker.

For the summer months, most groups are not available to do the full blown
Fellowship Hour with treats. That’s why we need families or three adults

to volunteer to serve coffee.

This is a call to action for all eligible wrists (in our church) for the
summer months.

Please sign up during Fellowship Hour or call Rex

HELP CASS, HELP YOUR HOME
We have “mud mats” available to
purchase, made by residents for
Cass programs. These excellent
door mats are durable, waterproof,
and won't blow away in windy
weather. They are made by men in
residence at Cass who earn wages
and benefits in this small business,
by picking up illegally dumped tires
and turning them into something
useful. The mats come in three sizes
and are priced competitively. In addi-
tion, if you desire a particular color,
you can select from many to custom-
ize your mat, which is basic black
with your choice of “bead” spacers.
To date, over 3,000 tires have been
removed from Detroit lots and recy-
cled effectively.

Mats will be available in Fellowship
Hall between services, as well as by
custom order form at the same table.
Please help support Cass, do some-
thing GREEN, and enhance your
own living space. Questions? Con-
tact Marnie Holdefer at
mhold@comcast.net or by phone at
734/879-0606.

Tubbs at 734-678-3180. &=
PS: We will give you detailed instructions on how to &
make the perfect coffee and proper serving tech- e.
niques.PPS: Trust me — you will do great!
ATTENTION DISPLAY CASES

ROOM RESERVATIONS

If your group has an upcoming
event planned, please contact
the church office to schedule
room reservations. Even if your
activity is outside the church, we
can put it on the calendar and
ensure your event gets publi-
cized.

Would your group like to display
some upcoming event in a
Display Case?

Contact the Church office and
talk to either Liz or Cathy.

Plymouth First UMC Presents:

GLOBAL
OUT-
REACH
SEMINAR

Your Greatest Work is Unfinished
Learn How To Be On Mission
With God

Friday, August 15 ~ 7-9 pm
Through
Saturday, August 16 ~ 8 am—I1pm

Discover:

« God's Love for the World

« Your purpose in God’s Great
Commission Plan

« A New Perspective on the Peo-
ple of the World

- Balanced and Practical Strate-
gies for Reaching People at
Home and Around the World
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Thank You

It has been a wonderful 12 years at 1st
Church. I have found many friends & have
many fond memories. | want to thank this
church family for their generous gifts at my
retirement. Also, Margo & | would like to
thank you for all the thoughtful cards and
calls at the passing of Margo’s mom.
Blessings to all.

Bruce & Margo Jenkins

ADDRESS CHANGE

Charles Clark
5725 N. Segull Dr NE
Belmont, M| 49306-9529
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PRAYER CHAIN MINISTRY

I have led the Prayer Chain
Ministry for many years and
have found it rewarding. |
will be moving to a different
ministry in September. If
you would like to consider
leading the Prayer Chain
Ministry, call me, Jane Aho

at 459-2578.
COME ONE, COME ALL ‘
f
Sweeping, raking, weeding, &

mulching, tfrimming, and planting jobs available.

Church Grounds Cleanup
Saturday, July 19,8:00—12:00
Stay an hour/stay the morning
Need more information? Contact
Sarah Smith 734 455-0141 or
mzsmith@comcast.net
Other church grounds work days:
Saturday, August 16
Saturday, September 20
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Open hearts, open minds, open doors.
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E-mail articles by 5 pm on the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays
to lizramsay@pfumc.org.

PERIODICALS

Coming in September:
The Music@First Fine Arts Academy

Music lessons in flute, piano, percussion, and group and private
voice will be available Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at the
church, and Saturdays as requested. We are accepting applications
for music instructors through July 31%.

The establishment of the academy as part of our music ministry is
based on great interest in response to our survey of the congregation.

To help launch the Academy, we will have an open house on Thurs-
day, August 14™ at 7:00 pm. You can help us spread the word! Let
your friends and neighbors know about our Academy and encourage
them to attend the open house.

For more information, contact Marcia Van Oyen,
marcia@pfumc.org or 734-453-5280, ext. 15. Watch for a lesson
registration form in the next Beacon.

Sunday, August 3"
following worship - Ice Cream Social and Choir Tour wrap-up

To thank the congregation for supporting the Choir trip to Vermont,
all are invited to join us in Fellowship Hall after worship for Ice
Cream Sundaes, Rootbeer Floats and Boston Coolers. The choir will
sing a short program of music from the choral festival, pictures of
the trip, and share their experiences.




