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     This past Monday night, I listened to Jeff 
Totten, Chaplain for the Detroit Tigers.  He 
was speaking at the Plymouth High School 
Baseball Banquet.  I was glad my son was 
there to hear him describe the time he had ac-
companied Mike Maroth to an event, in which 
Maroth was asked, “As a professional athlete, 
what is the greatest temptation you’ve had to 
contend with?”  Acknowledging there were 
huge temptations involving performance-
enhancing and recreational drugs, alcohol 
abuse, and promiscuity, Maroth caught every-
one by surprise by saying his greatest tempta-
tion was to forget that he was here to serve 
people.  He pointed out that professional ath-
letes are well attended to by those hired by the 
organization to care for them, and it is easy to 
remain on the receiving end. 
     Winston Churchill, once said, “You make a 
Living by what you get.  You make a Life by 
what you give.”  I find myself wondering how 
much Churchill was influenced by one of the 
great Archbishops of Canterbury, William 
Temple.  By virtue of his visit to the beaches of 
Normandy in 1944, he became the first 
Archbishop willing to go into battle since the 
Middle Ages.  Temple understood the gravity 
of decisions made by human beings; decisions 
of life and death made by every last one of us.  
Elsewhere Temple had observed, “The church 
is the only society on earth that exists for the 
benefit of those who are non-members.”  All of 
these observations are rooted in an understand-
ing of life that our Lord modeled and taught.  
When two of his disciples began to quibble 

with one another about which one was the 
greatest, Jesus was deliberate about reminding 
them that those who will enter the Kingdom 
humble themselves and become like a child – 
a trusting and obedient child.  He tells them 
that the one who rules is to be one who serves.  
What a contrast with the prevailing worldview 
of our culture today! 
     This summer we will provide ample oppor-
tunity for our church to serve.  In doing so, 
Jesus will smile.  Appalachian Service Project 
volunteers leave this week to render service to 
the less fortunate.  Habitat for Humanity vol-
unteers are already at work in our own area.  
Vacation Bible School is right around the cor-
ner.  Hope for the City initiatives will be 
kicked off July 27.  Global Outreach Week-
end begins August 15.  The following week-
end we will begin our second worship service 
down in the Core on August 24. 
     As the Church, we exist for the sake of our 
non-members.  I invite and I challenge you to 
mark your calendars.  Begin to pray for those 
who will come to know Jesus as a result of 
our willingness to be available to Him and 
others.  Demonstrating our love for Him by 
serving those around us is at the heart of any-
thing resembling meaningful change.  Let’s 
not wait for an election to determine whether 
our world will become a better place. 
 
In His Service, 
 
John 
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MINISTRY INTERESTS  

& OPPORTUNITIES 

 

The committee on Lay 
Leadership would like 
to thank everyone for 
the great response in 
completing the Ministry 
Interests & Opportuni-
ties form.  If you have 
not had the opportunity 
to complete one there is 
still time.  Pick a copy 
up in the church office 
or go on line to 
www.pfumc.org choose 
the Library tab, Bea-
con , and then May 13 
Beacon has the insert.   
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COME ONE,  
COME ALL 

 

Sweeping, raking, weeding,  
mulching, trimming, and planting 

jobs available. 
 

Church Grounds Cleanup 
Saturday, June 21 

8:00—12:00 
Stay an hour/stay the morning 

Need more information? Contact 
Sarah Smith 734 455-0141 or 

mzsmith@comcast.net 
Other church grounds work days. 

Saturday, July 19 
Saturday, August 16 

Saturday, September 20 

Every Wednesday will be a 
new way out wacky  

adventure. 
 

The summer begins with a trip to 
the Toledo Zoo on June 18, a trip 
to play laser tag at Zap Zone on 
July 23, and ends with a canoe 

trip down the Huron River on Au-
gust 18. 

 

Then Wednesday evenings be-
tween 6 to 7:30 pm we will gather 

at the church for some outra-
geous games, prizes for best 

costume, tons of fun and a really 
cool message. 

 

We’ll have a friendly  
competition: Boys vs. Girls 

 

Invite a friend! 

PRIMETIMERS 

Summer Sunday School 

Summer is not quite so busy, 
Come and join an Adult Sunday 
School Class this summer before 
10 am worship. 

 

9 am 
Purpose Driven Life, (Parlor) 

Dr. John Grenfell 
 

Study of the New Testament Book 
of Romans (room L13) 

 

Preschool & Elementary classes 

Front porches were the mainstay of 
early American neighborhoods and 
may be something that should be re-
vived. Philip Gulley thinks so. In his 
book, Front Porch Tales, he brings 
lessons in warm hearted stories. It’s 
amazing how lessons can come from 
a falling tree, a trash man, paper 
routes, a water balloon, handcuffs, 
haircuts, stuff, U-nails, a dead cat and 
other mundane things. 
 
Philip feels that “knowing people 
beats knowing about them”; and 
wonders if we go through life with a 
camera to the eye thinking the world 
should come up to our expectations. 
Life is a struggle between “should 
be” and “is”. That’s called reality. 
 
Just a few other gleanings from the 
front porch: “When our future is sure 
and certain, when all the corners are 
tucked in nice and neat, there is no 
need for faith.” “ When it takes less 
and less to be content, we’re on our 
way to joy.” “The most significant 
change in aging is whose opinion 
matters to you and whose opinion 
does not.” 
 
Your FUMC Library also carries 
other down-to-earth, small-town sto-
ries by Philip. Stop by and enjoy a 
chuckle or two with him in his books. 

Useless Fact 

A “jiffy” is an  

actual unit of time 

 for 1/100th  

of a second. 

NEWLY ADDED 

By popular demand 
Church Basement Ladies Dinner 
Theatre at Cornwell’s Turkeyville 

Only 24 tickets at $33 each 
Includes full turkey dinner and 
front table seats for the hilarious 

play. 
10 am departure from church and 

returning by 5:30 pm. 

August 14 

Frederik Meijer Gardens and 

Sculpture Park 

Grand Rapids 
$9 admission 

Plus lunch/dinner and help with gas. 
Leaving the church at 8 am  
and returning in the evening. 

 

July 10 

Detroit Tigers vs.  
Minnesota Twins 
Grandkids Welcome! 

ONLY 4 TICKTES LEFT! $25 each 
For all who have purchased tickets. 

Carpooling from church. 
Leave: 11:30 am 

Game time: 1:05 pm 

Sept 29 
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Missionary Update 
Kazakhstan May 2008 

     Our Missionaries in Kazakhstan, 
Kris & Sarah Kappler, and their chil-
dren Hannah, Elizabeth, and John, 
would like to thank you for continu-
ing prayer and support of their impor-
tant ministry to Muslims in Kazakh-
stan. Our sacrificial gifts to OMS 
International on their behalf make it 
all possible. 
     Easter was celebrated on April 
27th in accordance with the Russian 
orthodox calendar, and  churches 
resounded with, “Christ is Risen” and 
“He is Risen Indeed!” These were 
precious words to hear, living among 
Muslims who do not yet know the 
power and joy Christians have, and 
since the parliament is seeking to 
severely limit missionary work in 
Kazakhstan. Firmly trusting in God, 
the Kapplers know He will keep the 
door open for their ministry as long 
as He desires. Please join them in 
prayer in this regard. 
     Recently Kris attended a first time 
celebration gathering of Light Asso-
ciation pastors from the South Ka-
zakhstan region. Extreme-Walk Mis-

sionary Samuel Lee attended with Kris. 
Samuel played guitar at the event and 
presented The Passion of Christ video, 
while Kris shared a message on spiritual 
growth and daily Bible study. Many 
asked for prayer, and advice for Christian 
living was shared by all. 
     The Kapplers are the only OMS Mis-
sionaries serving Kazakhstan, but they 
still dream of developing a team to help 
win that part of the world to Christ. “Oh 
Lord, send more workers into your har-
vest field!” is their prayer, which we can 
join with them in praying. So far God has 
sent 2 short-term missionaries: Nicole 
Stiles and Samuel Lee for training and 
experience in Kazakhstan. Nicole is now 
attending Asbury Theological Seminary 
and is developing the strong team of fi-
nancial and prayer supporters required for 
missionary work. Please pray for her! 
Samuel’s 10 months in Kazakhstan end in 
July. He will be returning to the U.S. in 
July to attend Wesley Biblical Seminary 
in Jackson Mississippi. We can join the 
Kappler’s in praising the Lord for these 
who have answered His call! 
     At the end of May the Kappler’s ex-
pect guests from Korea and the U.S. for 
the annual graduation and ordination 
ceremonies. There will be a special din-

ner provided by the pastors who are cele-
brating the 10 years since they graduated 
from KECS seminary. Rev. Bob Warren 
and his wife, Suzanne, will be arriving to be 
introduced as the new interim Seminary 
Director. Bob comes from 26 years as pas-
tor of an evangelical church in Oregon. All 
are excited to receive them and we can join 
them in praying for God’s grace for fruitful 
ministry during their upcoming year. Fare-
wells will be said to Rev. Joseph Kim and 
his wife, Victoria, leaving in June after 5 
years of fruitful ministering in Kazakhstan. 
Everyone will pray for God’s blessings for 
them and His direction for the next step in 
their ministry to Him. We can pray for safe 
travels and an spiritually uplifting time of 
fellowship to be had by all. 
     One of the Kappler’s greatest joys is 
their time of prayer for their supporters. 
They send us greetings and best wishes for 
God’s blessings upon us as we live joyfully 
for Jesus. 
     (Kris Kappler is a son of our church 
family and of Marge & Wes Kappler, long-
time members of our church family. Thank 
you, Marge and Wes, for the gift of your 
son to the missionary field for Christ!) 
 
 

8:45 am 

The CORE 

Sunday Mornings 

Movie  

and a  

Message  

Summer Sunday school 

for Adults and youth. 

All are welcome! 

Join us every Sunday or  
when you are in town. Bring 

some food to share.  
We will have Brunch, and plenty 
of lively discussion and activities.   
This class will add a new dimen-

sion to our  
Sunday morning Worship.  

Don’t miss out! 
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Mark your calendars today  
sign your kids ages 2 years-4th grade up for an incredible 

week at our VBS.  
Beach Party where we will be  
Surfin’ through the Scriptures.   

 

Vacation Bible School is an incredible opportunity for us 
to reach out to children in our community.  Please begin 
to think about who you can invite to attend our VBS, it 

may be a friend, a neighbor, or a classmate.  Help us to 
reach out to the children in our community! 

 

We are also beginning sign-ups for all those who are in-
terested in helping with VBS this year.   Please prayer-

fully consider being a part of this amazing week! 

Be a Part of VBS: Help Us with Decorating 
 

It takes many hands and many things to decorate our church for VBS.  This year our theme is Beach Party.  
Please contact Abby Kammann if you are interested in helping to decorate for this awesome week.  We also 
need help by bringing in many items to decorate with.  We appreciate your donations, or your willingness to 
lend.  You may begin to bring in these items at any time.  If you would like your item returned, please mark 
your items with your name and we will return them after church on Sunday, July 27th in Fellowship Hall.  
These are the items that we need many of to decorate: 
 
Beach chairs    Pieces of wood to make a boardwalk  Beach Umbrellas  
Life Preservers   Beach Towels     Tan Bedsheets 
Beach Mats    Blue Bedsheets    Sand Buckets and Shovels-
Beach Balls    Surfboards     Other beach toys 
Boogie Boards   Hawaiian Type Shirts    Beach Bags 
Big Blow Up Animals/Tubes  Seashells     Visors/Beach Hats 
Small pieces of fencing  Bags of Sand (these cannot be returned) 

Vacation Bible School         July 21 ~ 25 

Preschool Day Camps 

Age 3 ~ 5 
August 13 and 15 

9 a.m.-NOON 

Cost: $5 (for both days) 

Elementary Day Camps 

Kids completed Kindergarten ~ 6th 

grade 
August 20, 22, 27, 29 

10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Cost: $5 a day 

Bring a sack lunch (no peanut products 

please) 

Join God’s Big Backyard,  

where kids learn to serve others and how 

doing so helps us to serve Jesus.  

Each day we will learn a Bible lesson, do 

crafts, play tons of games and much 

more. 

Summer Day 
Camps 

Items needed for Crafts: 
 

Plastic frosting containers (empty) 
Plain colored kid (k-4th grade)  t-shirts 
 (new please: to be painted on at VBS) 
2 liter bottles (empty, with labels off, caps on) 
 

Toilet Paper Tubes           Paper Towel Tubes 
Child size hangers  Buttons 
Cooking Oil   Small funnels 
Beach themed stickers Liquid food coloring 

June 16 ~ 20 
6:30 ~ 8:30 p.m. 

Every night will be filled with an awe-
some surprise activity, games, con-
tests, Bible study, snacks, and much 

more!  
Join us for this incredible week! 

*For all those who have finished 4th ~ 
6th grades* 

???? Contact Abby Kammann at 
abby@pfumc.org 

$10 
($5 if you bring a friend ~ 

friend is $5) 

Heading On Vacation Soon? 
Laban, Al Beback, and Trinity are stuffed 

traveling companions anxious to go on 

vacation with you.  Parents, with children 

at home, take one of our friends with your 

family on vacation.  Each friend has a jour-

nal attached.  We would like you to record 

where you are each day and where you saw 

God’s mercy or blessing throughout your 

day.  Then bring your friend back to Linda 

Bynum and he will be ready for the next 

trip with another family.  It will make for 

some fun conversation this fall when we see 

where they have traveled and the blessing 

from God you have all seen.  It is also a fun 

way to be intentional about teaching your 

children to depend on God and see His 

hand at work in every day.  See the Fami-

lies First Article “Taking to the Road” in 

this Beacon. 
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Members:   

Nancy Bobcean, Jenny Boebinger, Ruth Burr, 
Jennifer Cotter, Doris Diedrick, Virginia Duke, 
Jenny Frew, Toni Hartke, Wes Kappler, Alex 
Magee, Carl Marsee, Carol Meszaros, Eddie 

McClendon, Lyda Miehlke, Ellen Mynatt, Bill Neff, Sheree Revoir, 
Rev. Bob Selberg, Connie Slazinski, Katherine Thompson, Gordon 
Tyler 
 

Extended Family 
Antonio Sr., friend of Sandy Fercho 
Joey Aquaro, friend of the Rej family 
Barbara & family, sister of Sandy Goga 
Guy Barnicot, friend of Henry Kluver  
Darlene, friend of Bill McCully      
Dodie Beckman, friend of Jan Migyanka  
Belle, Friend of Zerbys  
Larry Bowles, friend of Glen Coker 
Gene Frank, friend of Ann Birchmeier 
James, fellow Vassar student with Kim Beaudoin 
Eleanor & Eric Jones, friend of Zerbys 
Leanna Kaufman, granddaughter of Sharon Kaufman 
Helen Kluver, daughter-in-law of Henry & Helen Kluver 
Greg Kozell, brother of Kim Beney 
Ann & Conrad Krankel, friend of Zerbys 
Mary Jane Kuhlman, friend of Terri Scrimger 
Kim Kuhns, sister-in-law of Cindy Cox 
Nancy Leach, friend of Chris Beaudoin 
Mary Little, mother of Tammie Todd 
Helen Mangette, aunt of Susan McDaniels 
Pierce (Ed) Mason, father of Bob Mason 
Gary McKinley, son-in-law of Greta Poole 
Virginia Miller, friend of Kathy Berliner 
Nicholas Morgan, friend of Jim & Grace Clouse 
Ryan Mullen, friend of Sharon Kaufman 
Amy Noah, friend of Sandy Hackett 
Olga, friend of Zerbys 
Jeff Quinn, son-in-law of Bonnie Iler 
Scott Richter, son of Pat & Don Richter 
Roberta, aunt of Heather Berlin 
Marino Scarpone, father of Janet Robertson 
Linda Scrimger, sister-in-law of Terri Scrimger 
Roxanne Slater, friend of Jane Aho 
Doug Smith, friend of Dave Daley 
Pat Smith, friend of Diane Dolmage 
Ola & Mosa Sofia, friends of Doris Zerby 
Peggy VanPetten, friend of the Cokers 
Andy Wilder, friend of Berliners 
Shelly Wine, daughter of Clark & Janet McKelvey 
Sandra Wisniewski, sister of Joanne Wheelock 
Sarah Wood, sister of Gordon Tyler 
Randy Yanska, friend of the Zerbys 
Danny Zabicki, friend of Mark Carver 
Donna Zephenhart, sister of James Porter 
 

Missionary Family 
Heather Berlin, Sarah & Kris Kappler, Clay Lajoie, Beth Ann Nel-

NEW  

CONCERNS 

ARE IN 

BOLD 

Membership Concerns Military Family 
Justin Atkinson, Beau Barker, David Bruch, Kevin Clafton 
(Strobridge), Rob Day, Robert Hoole (Good), Aaron Kam-
mann, Jeff Klein (Simpson), Matthew Kimsal, Ralph 
McComber, Casey McKinley (Poole), Dustin Mitchell 
(Tillapaugh), Raymond Revoir, Jessica Skelly, Justin Skelly, 
Scott Swartzwelter (former member), Michael Wells 
 

Please notify the church office 453-5280 if a prayer has 
been answered and a name should be removed. 

jx ex}É|vx ã|à{‹jx ex}É|vx ã|à{‹jx ex}É|vx ã|à{‹jx ex}É|vx ã|à{‹    
...Donna & Bill Boudreau on the birth of their grandson, 
Liam Aaren Smith, on May 23. Proud parents are 
Karen & Jason Smith. 

jx xåÑÜxáá fçÅÑtà{ç àÉ‹jx xåÑÜxáá fçÅÑtà{ç àÉ‹jx xåÑÜxáá fçÅÑtà{ç àÉ‹jx xåÑÜxáá fçÅÑtà{ç àÉ‹    
...Wayne Fercho on the death of his aunt, Colene Fer-
cho, who passed away on May 28th. 
...Kim Lehmer on the death of her mother, Vivian 
Trombley, who passed away on May 28th. 
...The VonGlahn family on the death of William Von-
Glahn, who passed away on June 1st. 

PRAISES 

Dorothy Lee, 

mother of 

James Lee,  

had back sur-

gery and is up 

and walking 

with a walker! 

Join us for the Kensington Community Satellite site of:   
Willow Creek Community Church presents its Annual 
Leadership Summit.  The wonderful line up of speakers 
includes:  Bill Hybels, Senior Pastor of Willow Creek; 
Craig Groeschel, Senior Pastor of LifeChurch.tv;  Brad 
Anderson, Vice-Chairman & CEO Best Buy, Inc;  
Wendy Kopp, CEO & Founder of Teach for America; 
John Burk, Lead Pastor of Gateway Community 
Church; Chuck Colson, Chairman & Founder of Prison 
Fellowship Ministries; Efrem Smith, Senior Pastor of 
The Sanctuary Covenant Church;  Bill George, Professor 
of Harvard Business School and former CEO, Medtron-
ics; Catherine Rohr, CEO & Founder of Prison Entre-
preneurship Program; Gary Haugen, CEO & Founder of 
International Justice Mission. 

I have 6 tickets left at the past early bird price of $145.  

See Linda Bynum to take advantage of this early bird 

rate. 

WHO DOES WHAT 
A man and his wife were having an argument about who 
should brew the coffee each morning. The wife said, ‘You 
should do it because you get up first, and then we don’t have 
to wait as long to get our coffee.’ The husband said, ‘You are 
in charge of cooking around here and you should do it, be-
cause that is your job, and I can just wait for my coffee.’ Wife 
replies, ‘NO, you should do it, and besides, it is in the Bible 
that the man should do the coffee.’ Husband replies, ‘ I can’t 
believe that, show me.’ 
 

So she fetched the Bible, and opened the New Testament and 
showed him at the top of several pages, that it indeed says 
‘HEBREWS.’ 



WE’RE ON THE WEB! 

Beacon & Calendar Deadlines: 
 E-mail articles by 5 pm on the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays  

to lizramsay@pfumc.org. 
 

Open hearts, open minds, open doors. 

BeaconBeaconBeaconBeacon    
PERIODICALS 

Dated Material — Please do not delay. 
Periodical Postage Paid 
Postmaster please send address corrections 

USPS 34-050 
Mailed:  Twice monthly except December 

PLYMOUTH FIRST 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 

FREEcamp registration for Adventure Camp – July 13-18th 

 

You may or may not be aware that all pastors serving in the Detroit Conference of the United 
Methodist Church are asked to serve a week at one of our Conference United Methodist Church camps.  
Each year as we meet one to one with our District Superintendent we are asked to turn in a commitment 
form as to our intent to serve at camp in the up-coming camping season.  I always look for-

ward to serving in an outdoor setting and think of it as a kind of “perk” that 
comes from worshiping God under the stars that He created. For over ten years now I have served at a 
camp as counselor or dean. 
 

Because pastors give a week to camp they can send a person designated by them to receive ½ of their 
camping registration fee. I am so sure of the transformation that will take place in a camper’s faith journey 
I am willing to match the other half. Better yet, would be two campers going with each receiving ½ of their 
fee paid. In addition, we need a high school or above student who is a current red cross lifeguard. That per-
son would also camp for free for the week. 
 

Adventure camp for Camp Michigamme begins at the facility located on Lake Michigamme in the middle 
of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. On Monday morning campers pack all supplies into a waterproof duffle 

bag and begin a journey on a wilderness lake by canoe. Our meals for the remainder of the week are cooked over a camp 
stove and campfire. If you have never heard the call of a wild loon at sunset or watched an eagle catch breakfast out over a 
lake at dawn, you are in for a real gift from God. If you enjoy, fishing, swimming, rock climbing, rappelling, tenting, looking 
at a sky full of stars as far as the eye can see, then this is the camp for you. Michi-
gamme is moose country and if you are quiet enough you may get to see one feeding 
along the lakeshore. What you won’t hear or see is traffic noise (no motors are al-
lowed on this lake), no television, no computer or video games for a week. You will 
make new friends with fellow Christians of the same age. You will grow in your faith 
and discipleship. You will experience God up close and personal in new ways. 
 

If you are interested or have questions, see Pastor Dave a.s.a.p. Also, ask Eric Beau-
doin or Matt Maginley about their experiences at Camp Michigamme Adventure 
Camp. 


