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From the desk of Dr. John Grenfell 111

By the time you read this, Pentecost will have
been observed. Once a year the church calendar
reminds us that a significant moment took place
in fulfillment of Jesus’ promise to send Another,
just like Himself. He assured us that this One
would guide us into all truth, and that, yes, He
would be in us. And then it happened; the Holy
Spirit came in power and those early disciples
were changed from the inside out. On the other
side of this significant moment in time, the
Church began to grow. Life is like that; where
there is life, there is growth.

Jesus had responded to one of the Pharisees,
Nicodemus, by tipping him off that one needs to
be born of the Spirit in order to enter the King-
dom of God. Nicodemus was a natural leader,
widely respected for his knowledge, integrity,
and religious commitment. He evidenced a sin-
cere desire to do the will of God, and he came to
Jesus with questions that were burning in his
heart.

Jesus was decisive in his response, and quickly
cut to the heart of the matter. His response to
Nicodemus is as relevant for you and me as it
was for Nicodemus. We may be leaders, we may
be sincere, we may be respected, and we may be
known for all of our good works. But if we sin-
cerely want to know God and enter His Kingdom,
then something needs to happen within us. Itis
not what we do for God; it is a matter of what we
allow God to do within us that matters. He longs
to do something within us that we cannot do for
ourselves. We will never know the life He de-
sires to impart without inviting Him to fill us to
overflowing with Himself.

It is fascinating to witness the transformation of
those early disciples on the day of Pentecost.
Obediently they had waited for the Promise.
Their lives were radically altered by the Holy
Spirit, and my friends, our lives will be radically
altered when we choose to enter the relationship
God desires to have with us over religion. The
question becomes one of “want to.” How deep
is our desire to be completely the man or woman
God created us to be? The extent to which God
is willing to go in order to enable us to become
that person is most evident on the Cross.

The value God gives us is inestimable. He was
willing to come and eat with us, live with us,
and has assured us that He desires us to sit with
Him and live with Him forever. For whatever
reason, so many of us are afraid of Him, unwill-
ing to trust Him, and all too eager to allow dis-
tractions to help us avoid Him.

What are the walls that we have allowed to sepa-
rate us from Him? Do we have a hard time be-
lieving that He truly loves us? Do we doubt that
He sincerely desires to guide us in our day-to-
day journeys?

We do well to consider God’s inspired Word to
us. Christmas happened. Good Friday hap-
pened. Easter happened. Pentecost began
something that continues to happen. We do
even better to allow the personal Pentecost God
desires for each one of us to happen. And when
we do, life abundant will begin to transform our
lives, our church, and our community. May we
be wise and willing to let it happen.

Hoping to see you in church!  John

Sunday Worship

May 25—Memorial Day Weekend

June 1—Graduation Sunday

Summer Service at 10 AM—Sunday School at 9 AM

Scripture: Matthew 6: 24—34

Sermon: “Worried About The Price of Gas?”

Pastor Dave Wichert, preaching

Scripture: Psalm 42: 1-2
Sermon: “Crave”
John Grenfell, lll, preaching
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SCRIP

CERTIFICATES w75

Graduation and
Father's Day

Our last Scrip order of the spring
is due May 18. All proceeds
raised go to the ASP youth and
adults. We were able to give the
Egypt trip $400 and hope to do
the same for ASP. Keep those
orders coming! For a form, see
the display in Fellowship Hall be-
tween services or get one from
the church office or web site.

Thank you!
Jeff & Natalie McLaughlin

HELP CASS, HELP YOUR HOME
We have “mud mats” available to
purchase, made by residents for
Cass programs. These excellent
door mats are durable, water-
proof, and won't blow away in the
windy spring weather. They are
made by men in residence at
Cass who earn wages and bene-
fits in this small business, by
picking up illegally dumped tires
and turning them into something
useful. The mats come in three
sizes and are priced competi-
tively. In addition, if you desire a
particular color, you can select
from many to customize your
mat, which is basic black with
your choice of “bead” spacers.
To date, over 3,000 tires have
been removed from Detroit lots
and recycled effectively.

Mats will be available in Fellow-
ship Hall between services, as
well as by custom order form at
the same table. Please help sup-
port Cass, do something
GREEN, and enhance your own
living space. Questions? Contact
Marnie Holdefer at
mhold@comcast.net or by phone
at 734/879-0606.

®5.____ PFUMC MEN’S
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Game locations are along Hines Drive
between Haggerty and Telegraph.
May 12 ~ Maple Grove G
May 19 ~ Haggerty C
June 2 ~ EIm Grove A
June 9 ~ Nolar B. B
June 16 ~ Haggerty C
June 23 ~ Nolar B. B

SEASON TICKETS ARE FREE so

bring your family and friends and have a
hot dog. Bring a dish to pass or dessert if

you wish or just show up and enjoy the
fellowship.

It’s a fun night out. SEE YOU AT
THE GAME!

COME ONE,
COME ALL

Sweeping, raking, weeding,
mulching, trimming, and planting
jobs available.

Church Grounds
Cleanup
Saturday, May 17
8:00—12:00

Stay an hour/stay the morning
Need more information contact
Sarah Smith 734 455-0141 or
mzsmith@comcast.net
Other church grounds work days.
Saturday, June 21
Saturday, July 19
Saturday, August 16
Saturday, September 20

2008 SOFTBALL SEASON

Games are held MONDAY EVENINGS
6:15 and/or 7:30 PM weather permitting.

The church garage is getting a
spring cleaning.

If you have any items stored in
the church garage please no-
tify Pastor Dave Wichert or
Julie Fitzsimmons on the trus-
tees at 734 451-0149 by June

1st. After June 1st items will be

scrapped.

There is a car top carrier and
other miscellaneous items.

nSP

BRUNCH
May 18

During Fellowship Hour

F.U.M.C. Goes “GREEN"!!!

No. we've not just become fans of the
local state university—the Board of
Trustees has completed an ENERGY
AUDIT of the Church building to see
where we can reduce the electric bill,
and we're asking for your help in tak-
ing the next steps.

Some of the bigger energy wasters
discovered during the audit were cof-
fee urns, computers and copy ma-
chines left on all week. The coffee
urns alone were costing the Church
$1000 per year, just to keep on
“warm” to save a few minutes of prep
time when next used.

Here’s where you can help: When you
are finished using a room, or an area
which has a light switch, please TURN
IT OFF when the last person leaves
that room. Often, room lights have
been left on for hours when the rooms
are unoccupied. In a year's time, the
savings will be substantial, and these
savings can be redirected toward mis-
sions and outreach, instead of toward
the electric company.

Thank you for your help in moving
money from the electric company to
the missions field, by turning off the
lights when you leave a room!

FUMC Board of Trustees




Applying Bible
Principles

If you read annual reports from publicly held companies or banks,
you will frequently see the word "fiduciary."” Fiduciary is used as
an adjective to describe something which is held in trust. It is also
used as a noun to describe the one who is a trustee who must ac-
count for that which is held in trust.

For example, a bank president has a fiduciary responsibility to
stockholders in the bank and to depositors who place their money
in the bank. A company treasurer has a fiduciary responsibility to
the owners of the company. A payroll clerk has a fiduciary respon-
sibility to pay people what they have earned.

You may never have considered yourself a fiduciary, and you may
never have acted officially in a fiduciary capacity, but in reality,
you are a fiduciary. All of us are. That applies both to Christians
and to those who are not part of God's family through faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ. We who are Christians will stand before the
Judgment Seat of Christ. There, we will not be judged for salvation,
since the penalty and judgment for sin was settled once and for all
on the cross of Calvary when the Lord Jesus paid the price for our
sin. Instead, when we stand before Christ, we will give an account
of how we have used what God has entrusted to us.

Just as a bank president must account to stockholders and deposi-
tors on how their funds are used, we must account to Christ for
how we have used what God has entrusted to us. Since everything

Financial Summary Update as of March 31, 2008

We are grateful for the tithes and offerings given to support our Ministry Budget. Your
continued faithfulness makes our congregational programs and outreach ministries pos-
sible. Through our Ministry Budget, we grow in faith and share Christ with others.

INCOME: $109,132.50
EXPENSES: $112,003.42
BUDGET: $101,977.34

ATTENTION 2008 GRADUATES!

2008 Graduates will be recognized during the
10 am service on June 1st

A brunch will be offered in your honor at 9 am.
Your family is invited to attend.

If you or anyone you know is graduating in 2008 please
notify the church office, at 734-453-5280, with their gradua-
tion information (school graduated from, college they plan
to attend, or college degree received). We also need to
know who will be attending the brunch. Contact Cathy at
cathym@pfumc.org or Joe at joe@pfumc.org by May 27th.
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Karen Kingsbury, one of FUMC’s
favorite authors, wrote her first chil-

dren’s books, Let Me Hold You
Longer after one of her young sons
jumped into her arms for a hug and
she noticed how much heavier he
was getting—and began to won-
der...how much longer...

As parents we spend our children’s
days celebrating their firsts—first
tooth, first steps, first words, first day
in Kindergarten, first homecoming
dance, first time behind the wheel of
the car. Somewhere along the way
we forget about their lasts.

There are no photos or parties when a
child takes that last nap or catches
tadpoles for the last time. For the
most part, it is impossible to know
when that last-moment actually hap-
pens. Nothing signals us to stop and
notice the last time our child runs and
leaps into our arms or shouts, “I love
you!” as he races out the door slam-
ming it behind him or asks you to
have a tea party with her. Would we
have held on a little longer if we had
known it was the last time?

Let Me Hold You Longer is fun and
light hearted making children giggle
while adults will ponder the speed of
life. You can find this colorful book
in the Junior Picture section of your
FUMC Library in the low shelves
behind the checkout desk. Young and
old will enjoy this one.

Useless fact:
Babies are born without
kneecaps.

They don’t appear until
the child reaches 2-6
years of age.
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UMW News..

Summer Reading Kick-Off
Thursday, May 29, 2008

Pot Luck at 12 pm
All Are Invited

The women of the

church and guests are
invited to the Summer Reading
Kick-off with a potluck picnic. Just
in case you don’t like flies, bees,
and fruit flies we’ve scheduled this
‘picnic’ for the Fellowship Hall.
Besides, this insures us of no rain-
drops either!
We will hear book reviews of sev-
eral books from the UMW 2008
Reading Program. Many of the
books to be reviewed can be found
in our church or public libraries.

Come and join the fellowship,
enjoy a picnic potluck, and hear
about some excellent reading mate-
rials.

Baby sitting will be available.
Any questions contact Rosemary
Jones 734 455-1323.

Ruth Circle

The May 21st meeting of the
Ruth Circle is Cancelled.

Our next meeting will be on June
21st, 2008 at 11:30. Please plan to
attend.

Guest and new members are very
welcome.

If you have any questions or are
unable to attend please contact:
Katherine Thompson at 734 459-
8227

H_.:; {F'l:l-;\-: '..IIL ." ;
st
-] i @ it e
E s,

&
&

SAVE THE DATE
SUNDAY, JUNE 8TH
11:15-11:45 AM

Mini-concert following worship.
Members of the Chancel Choir and
Festival Bells who are traveling to the
International Music Festival in Stowe,
Vermont, will present a short concert
of music they will perform on the trip.
'You're invited to offer your encourage-
ment and wish us well by attending
this performance.

SUMMER MUSIC
OPPORTUNITIES

Singers and instrumentalists are in-
vited to offer their gifts to provide mu-
sic for summer worship while our
choirs are off duty for the summer.
Contact Marcia Van Oyen if you're in-

terested.

PRIMETIMERS

Kensington Island Queen 11
And Picnic
Hot dogs provided. Bring a picnic food
to share. Boat Trip $4.
Leaving the church at 9:30 am

Summer Sunday School Help
Our Summer Sunday School program-
ming begins on May 25" during the
9:00 Sunday School hour as well as
during the 10:00 service time after chil-
dren are dismissed from the worship
service. If you would be willing to
volunteer to teach or assist with a Sun-
day School class for a week or for the
entire summer, please contact Abby
Kammann. We need help with many
areas from 2 year olds to helping with a
large group Sunday School for K-6"
graders. Thank you for your help!

Teachers Wanted
We are looking for teachers for a couple
Adult Sunday School classes at 9:00 am. If
you might be interested in leading a short
term class, please call Linda Bynum at
453-5280.

SUMMER CAMPS

Look who is attending
Summer Camp!

Bill & Ardelle Pickering
Kinawind
Spring Clean-up

Emma Hoy & Maggie Trinka
Kinawind
Classic Woods Camp

Matt Maginley &
Pastor David Wichert
Michigamme
Adventure Camp

Max Kummer
Lake Michigan
God’s Most Wanted

"%
Jeremy Armstead
Judson Collins
Reality Teepee

L
Maranda Armstead
Wesley Woods
W.0.wW

How can you be a part of
Summer Camp?

Consider joining one of

these great adventurers

and sign up today.

Send them cards and let-

ters while they are on their

adventure.

Pray

Any questions? Contact

Pastor David Wichert at 734
453-5280 or
dave@pfumc.org.




Vacation Bible School
July 21 ~ 25

Mark Xour calendar’s today
sign your kids ages 2 years-4" grade up for an incredible week at our VBS,
Beach Party where we will be Surfin’ through the Scriptures.
Sign ups are beginning now, (flyers are on the table at the church entrance)
our early bird rate of $7 is valid through June 1%,

Vacation Bible School is an incredible opportunity for us to reach out to children in our community.
Please begin to think about who you can invite to attend our VBS, it may be a friend, a neighbor, or
a classmate. Help us to reach out to the children in our community!

We are also beginning sign-ups for all those who are interested in helping with VBS this year.
Please prayerfully consider being a part of this amazing week!

Be a Part of VBS: Help Us with Decorating

It takes many hands and many things to decorate our church for VBS. This year our theme is Beach
Party. Please contact Abby Kammann if you are interested in helping to decorate for this awesome
week. We also need help by bringing in many items to decorate with. We appreciate your dona-
tions, or your willingness to lend. You may begin to bring in these items at any time. If you would
like your item returned, please mark your items with your name and we will return them after church
on Sunday, July 27" in Fellowship Hall. These are the items that we need many of to decorate:

Beach chairs Pieces of wood to make a boardwalk
Beach Umbrellas Life Preservers

Beach Towels Tan Bedsheets

Beach Mats Blue Bedsheets

Sand Buckets and Shovels Beach Balls

Surfboards Other beach toys

Boogie Boards Hawaiian Type Shirts

Big Blow Up Animals/Tubes Beach Bags

Seashells Visors/Beach Hats

Small pieces of fencing Bags of Sand (these cannot be returned)

Join God’s Big Backyard,
where Kids learn to serve others and how doing so helps us to serve Jesus.
Each day we will learn a Bible lesson, do crafts, play tons of games and much more.

Preschool Day Camps Elementary Day Camps
Age3~5 Kids completed Kindergarten ~ 6th grade
August 13 and 15 August 20, 22, 27, 29
9a.m.-NOON 10 am.-2 p.m.
Cost: $5 (for both days) Cost: $5 a day

Bring a sack lunch (no peanut products please)
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Ministry Interests
&

Opportunities
(formerly “Time & Talent Survey”)

Enclosed with this Beacon you will find
. agreen form. This form has been up-

dated and we would like to update our
files. If you filled one of these out on Sunday
morning, April 27th, during worship, it is NOT nec-
essary to fill another one out. If you have not filled
one out, please do so and return it to the church of-
fice. Thank you.

And | thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath en-
abled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me
into the ministry: 1Timothyl: 12

Adult AGP

The Adult A.S.P. Group would like to invite you to join us
for our annual trip down to the Appalachia area to work on
homes that are in need of repair. We have our dates and we are
registered to go.

This year’s dates are Oct 16 thru Oct 19, 08. We will be stay-
ing at the Chavies KY. Year Round Housing Center. The cost
will be about $70.00 each. We have been to this center several
times, and we always have a good time. We meet new people
from other churches and make new friends, and we know right
where the ice cream center is. (Yum!)

Please consider joining us for some fun, fellowship and hard
work that’s very rewarding. If you have any questions please see
me at church or any of the others that have gone before.

You can also e-mail at philipdaigneau@att.net.

We would love to have you join us.

In Service for Him,
Phil Daigneau

Stephen Ministry

“Encourage one another and build one another up.”
| Thessalonians 5:11

Stephen Ministry is our congregation’s one-to-one care giving
ministry. God works through the Stephen Ministers to plan a seed
of hope and healing in a person whose life seems barren and for-
lorn because of some crisis or tragedy.

Stephen Ministers listen, explore feelings, pray, share Christ’s
love, maintain confidentiality and attend to the care giving proc-
ess leaving the results to God.

If you would like to receive care from a Stephen Minister, please
contact Joan McNally, the Referral Coordinator at 734 453-9114.

If you believe that someone you know could benefit from the care
of a Stephen Minister, please obtain permission from him/her be-
fore calling the Referral Coordinator.

I would like to thank everyone who shared God’s love with me
through their prayers, cards, phone calls and hugs. | was blessed
with His peace leading up to my surgery and now during my
recovery period. What a blessing to have such a loving church
family!

Ron Fair
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A NOTE FROM John Mitchell, Friend of Jan Shettler:

Hi All: | got the results of my brain MRI and a Pet scan of my
chest and abdomen, The good news (which we all knew) is they
found nothing in my head! But the REALLY GOOD NEWS IS;
THE TUMORS ON MY LIVER SEEM TO BE IN $ The
doctor can't explain what happened but | think a little dose of
chemo along with all you pulling for me, my angel of a wife and,
most of all, The Man Upstairs made it happen!! How long it lasts
or what's next? We don’t care right now. We're just going to enjoy
it! I'm getting to where | can get around with a cane... maybe 'l
be golfing again. All | can say is THANK YOU, THANK YOU.
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ruth
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What is Truth?

Pilate posed that question to Jesus; wise men have sought it out
since the beginning of civilization. Today, some say that truth
is what you think it is. Others say that it is unknowable. Chris-
tians know that Truth is alive and well in all of scripture, but
when we are challenged, we are often unsure as to how to set
forth our viewpoint. What is the Christian worldview? Do all
Christians have a Christian worldview? Focus on the Family’s
“The Truth Project” with Dr. Del Tackett provides us with
many answers and information that is not only powerful but
critical for every Christian. If you are interested in participating
in this 13 —week program beginning Sunday, May 25, please
call Sandy Kosky at 734-459-5471.




Membership Concerns
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Please notify the church office 453-5280 if a prayer has

...Sandy Hackett on the birth of her granddaughter,
Ava Rose Hackett on April 29. Proud parents are
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Dear Church Family

Jason & Brandy Hackett.
i
VQ

We are in the process of updating the procedure % !
used to maintain and update our church’s prayer
concerns list. The procedures we have already instituted
are:

Re: Prayer Concerns List/Board

New prayer concerns are in BOLD type in the Bulle-
tin and Beacon

New prayer concerns listed on the board in the office
have green dots.
= Praise report in the Bulletin and Beacon

Through the process of updating information we have
discovered that some concerns we have listed are out-
dated or no longer relevant for non-member family &
friends. We understand there are some prayer concerns
which will be long term, but we are striving to be more
diligent in keeping information current and related to
specific needs and concerns as they arise.

It is not our intention to minimize these prayer concerns,
just keep our information current. At this time we
would like to institute a new 30 day policy for the
length of time non-member family and friends remain
on the prayer concerns list unless an update is re-
ceived.

Please contact the church office at (734) 453-5280 or
email Liz Ramsay at lizramsay@pfumc.org with updated
information on your non-member family and friends.

If they are stable, we will remove them after 30 days
if the office has not been notified with updated informa-
tion.

We can list any praise reports in the Bulletin & Bea-

con.
= They can be returned to the prayer concerns board
and list as specific new concerns arise.

Thank you for your help in this matter.
Liz Ramsay
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Open hearts, open minds, open doors.

PLYMOUTH FIRST PERIODICALS
UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH

USPS 34-050
Mailed: Twice monthly except December
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All 5™ and 6" graders are invited V(J
to an awesome night with pizza, games, and mini golf on

Friday, May 23" from 6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

After dinner and the games we will car pool over to Canton and play
mini-golf together.

COST: $10 (includes round of golf and dinner)

If you are a parent willing to drive, please contact Abby to volunteer.
Please sign up with Abby at 453-5280 or abby@pfumc.org.

)\ P.S. Don’t forget that 5 Day Slam is coming soon,
= June 16-20, 6:30-8:30 p.m. each night
Back to School Blast, August 28; 11 am to 4 pm




