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The old Danish proverb puts it this way, 
“What you are is God’s gift to you; what 
you do with yourself is your gift to God.”  
An even older word from the Lord chal-
lenges us this way, “Be very careful, 
then, how you live – not as unwise, but as 
wise, making the most of every opportu-
nity, because the days are evil.  Therefore 
do not be foolish, but understand what 
the Lord’s will is.”  (Ephesians 5: 15-17) 
 
For those of you who were here, you 
heard a man who has lived his life in re-
sponse to God’s leading.  He reminded us 
that God will speak to our hearts, and en-
couraged us to listen.  His is a remarkable 
story.  He doesn’t read.  He talked his 
way out of a medical discharge in order 
to serve our country.  He survived the 
beaches of Normandy during D-Day and 
the ensuing battles prior to returning to 
the United States after World War II. 
And when the rest of the world would 
have written him off as crazy, he made 
good on a sacrificial gift unto the Lord.  
Why?  Because he knew the Lord had 
directed him to do so.  As he shared with 
us, it was shortly thereafter, that “the 
windows of Heaven swung open,” and 
the blessings have not ceased. 
 
Fifty-five years later, Fidell has made 

millions and given away millions.  His 
company has been responsible for work on 
some of our Detroit area landmarks, in-
cluding the Fox Theater, the Fisher build-
ing and the Golden Tower, and a good deal 
of what we see at The Ford, formerly 
known as Greenfield Village.  Even more 
importantly, he has blessed the lives of 
many, as God had directed him to do so. 
 
Down through the centuries, God has been 
at work.  Those men and women who have 
said, “Yes!” to the Lord are the ones who 
have given us such a rich history as the 
Church.  Today we stand on the shoulders 
of giants - giants of faith who have paved 
the way for us to understand the signifi-
cance of a healthy response to Jesus 
Christ.   
 
I invite – yes, I exhort us to be wise and 
willing to seek the will of our Heavenly 
Father in all aspects of our lives.  We do 
well to be careful how we live our lives, 
for indeed, they are our gift to God.  Mov-
ing forward by faith ensures us providing 
great pleasure for God and making a pro-
found difference in the lives of countless 
others. 
 

Moving with you, 
 

John  
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GEMS & Others 

Whistle Down theWind 
Tuesday, January 8, 2008 

8:00 pm 
(Andrew Lloyd Webber’s  

best show since “Phantom!”) 
At the Fisher Theatre.  

$75 tickets for $50 
Money Due December 16 

Call: Carol Massey, 453-1223 

Saturday, November 17 
7:00 pm 

Spring Sings 2007 
The Spirit of Detroit Chorus of 
Sweet Adelines International 

 

At the Ford Community and   
Performing Arts Center in Dearborn 

Call:  
Linda Clements, 453-2913 
Carol Massey, 453-1223 

Group tickets: $13 
Due November 11 

Will be selling 2 year 
pocket calendars.  
Reserve yours be-
tween services in the 

Fellowship Hall.  The last day to or-
der will be November 18, 2007. 

Crocus CircleCrocus CircleCrocus CircleCrocus Circle    

ALL CHURCH  
DINNER & AUCTION 

 
   A FREE dinner, fellowship, fun, 
singing, AND Christmas shopping. 
Sounds like a winner! 
   Everyone is invited Sunday,   De-
cember 2, 2007 to a free dinner pro-
vided and served by Men’s Ministry 
at 5:30 pm. 
   Following we’ll enjoy some    car-
oling and then the live auction will 
begin. Dennis Brunzell will lead us 
through the auction of gift baskets, 
as well as quart jars filled by the 
Sunday School participants and 
other groups with a variety of things. 
In addition there will be an assort-
ment of items made, baked, sewn, 
and grown by UMW     members. 
   Please sign up in the bulletin  in-
sert on November 18 & 25. Leave 
the form in the office or at the sign 
up UMW table between church and 
Sunday School. 
 

Dinner by RESERVATION only. 
 

Doors will open at 4:30 pm 
 

Baby sitting will be available for chil-
dren 2 and under. 

 
Monies made at the auction will be 

donated to Heifer Project. 
 
Contact person; Rosemary Jones at 
(734) 455-1323 

PFUMC All Church Conference  
December 18, 2007  7:30 pm 

                                NOTEworthy  
                      Concerts with a Cause 
 
 

Saturday, December 15th, 7:30 pm 
Birmingham First Presbyterian  

Chamber Choir 

Christmas Concert  

Advent Event 

Just a reminder 
that our "First (Sunday) For Field" 
program has  begun, and I'd like to 
thank those of you who brought in 
items for our   November collec-
tion.  The next date to bring in your 
cereal, canned tuna, canned soup 
and dry (powdered) milk will be 
Sunday, December 2nd.  Lives are 
being touched through your generos-

CHANGES IN PHONE BOOK 
 

George & Marnie Holdefer      
734-879-0334 

47880 Vistas Circle Dr. South 
Canton, MI 48188-1490 

 

New Email Address: 
 

Dave Barrett   ~ d.barrett@att.net 

Field School  

Before we get caught in the rush of the holiday      
season, set aside Tuesday, November 27 from 6 – 8 
pm.  Individuals or families are invited to take part in 
this year’s Pizza Dinner and Advent Arrangement 
Making.  Begin the preparations in your home for 
Christ’s coming by creating a fresh arrangement with 
candles for each week counting down to Christmas.  
Victor West, church member and owner of Vanessa’s 
Flowers will instruct us on how to make a beautiful 
arrangement and you will be given a devotional book 
that will help you use your arrangement effectively in 

your home.  There will be a couple fun surprises for the children includ-
ing a little movie about Advent. 
 

Pizza is at 6:00 pm and is $5 per person   $3 for 6 and under 
Arrangement materials $12 
 

Reservations are necessary to have enough food and supplies on hand.  
Call the church office or sign up in fellowship hall. 

DONATION DEADLINE 
Please have all of your pledges and 
donations in for the year 2007 no 
later than December 30, 2007. The 
Church office will be closed De-
cember 25, 26 & 31, 2007 and 
January 1, 2008. If any donations 
are received for the year 2007 in 
January 2008, it will be applied to 
the new year of 2008. We need to 
do this in order to balance out our 
records and send out annual state-
ments promptly. If you should have 
any questions, please contact Susan 
Henry, Financial Secretary. Thank 
You. 
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PRIMETIMERS  
(anyone over 55) 

 
             Visit quaint Olde World    
Caterbury Village with lunch at the 
Castle Grille on Monday, December 
3.  We will carpool from the church 
at 10 am and return around 4:30 pm.  
Your cost is to help with gasoline 
and to purchase your lunch.   

BUYING GIFT CERTIFICATES 

FOR CHRISTMAS? 
Plan to purchase them from Scrip!  
Fall Scrip Schedule:  Order on Nov. 
18, and Dec. 2 to have the certificates 
before Christmas. Remember, you get 
full value for what you order. You get a 
gift certificate for the value you pay 
and we get a portion of the purchase 
price. Any questions see or call Jeff or 
Natalie McLaughlin (734-748-6467). 
Payment in full must accompany the 
completed Family Order Form is in-
cluded in the Beacon and on line. 
Cash and checks are accepted for 
payment. No credit cards.  

Okay, you've been "thinking cook-
ies" for a few weeks now and it's 
time to fill you in on the What, the 
Where and the When!  The Cookie 
Walk will take place on  

Sunday, December 16th ~ 8:30 
until the cookies are all gone.   

With our new worship schedule, 
those of you participating in classes 
between services might want to 
shop before the 9:00 service to get 
the best selection.  Watch for more 
information and for the sign-up in 
F e l l o ws h ip  Ha l l  b e g in n in g           
mid-November.  The proceeds will 
go toward the Appalachian Service 
Project, so be prepared to "Bake a 
Difference" for this worthy cause, 
and then to buy your homemade 
cookies by the pound.  Stay tuned! 
Debbie Single 

It’s Cookie It’s Cookie It’s Cookie It’s Cookie 
TimeTimeTimeTime    

We will have the     
opportunity to assist 
The Salvation Army 
and its Adopt a Family 
program this Christ-

mas.  Five families will be shared 
with us, 2 large (4 or more children) 
and 3 small (3 or less children), and 
individuals, families, community 
groups, Bible Study classes, Sunday 
School classes or Youth groups can 
"adopt" one of these families and 
provide a Merry Christmas.  As well 
as gifts for the children, we are also 
asked to supply Christmas dinner, 
w i t h  t he  l i s t  o f  g roc er ie s                
provided.  Please consider adopting 
a family or sharing a family with    
another group or class.  I will have 
the information for you in Fellowship 
Hall and will answer any of your 
question.  The particular families will 
be assigned to our church by the 
middle of November.  Please pray 
about this and open your hearts to 
some of our neediest neighbors this 
Christmas. 
Debbie Single 

Adopt a Family 

Just as you are preparing your home 
for winter, the Trustees are doing the 
same for the church and parson-
ages.  The winter snow removal  
contract has been looked at.  We 
have also had some drainage trouble 
at the church.  You may have noticed 
some grade work happening around 
the educational wing and on the west 
side.  Even an expert had trouble  
diagnosing our drain tile issues, but 
swimming in the elevator pit wasn't 
an option, so we have done several 
things to ensure that the problem 
was corrected.  We have the same 
problem going on at our home now 
with a slight leak.  We will be experts 
at this! 
 
We currently have an Eagle Scout 
candidate, Nathan Spala, choosing 
to create a permanent firepit beyond 
the parking lot.  He has also painted 
some activities on the pavement next 
to the outdoor play area.  It is inspir-
ing when our young people choose 
their church to improve with their   
talents and finances.  We  also had 
another Eagle Scout, Zachary Gom-
rick, who worked on the outdoor 
chapel during the summer.  Please 
check these out and share our     
congregation's gratitude when you 
see them. 
 
As you probably know, we now have 
two businesses renting space from 
us, complimenting our ministry by 
encouraging families to come to our 
church for activities.  The Creative 
Music Center, run by Amy Brewer, is 
located in Room 307/309 and is new 
to our facility.  They work with chil-
dren from 4 months to 7 years.  The 
Fun Factory is a preschool that has 
been in our building for several years 
now, run by Toni Goud.  It is located 
in Rooms 107/109, & 110.  Please 
check them out.  We are told that 
they are hoping to compliment each 
other as well. 
 
Our group has been taking another 
look at how our church handles 
trusts, bequests, etc., making sure 
that we are doing all that we can to 
facilitate this. And our budget for 

2008 has been considered, looking at 
our central focuses.   The replacement 
of the sanctuary roof looms close, as 
well as resurfacing the parking lot and 
giving the kitchen an uplift at the 
Palmer parsonage.  Sound in the 
sanctuary, what?, is being evaluated.  
No boredom here! 
 
Thanks for your continued support, 
Joy Coyle, chair, and grateful for this 
hardworking group of Karen Burton, 
Glen Coker, Greg Giles, Kerry Mont-
gomery, Chris Holland, Bob Goud, 
Julie Fitzsimmons, & Wayne Whee-
lock 

Trustees Report 

ATTENTION 

 
Its time to fill out a new 2008 
room request for your group. 
If you have any questions 
please contact Liz Ramsay 
in the office. 
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Area 56 Christmas Party 
On December 16 from 12:30-4:00 all 5th 
and 6th graders are invited to a different 
kind of Christmas Party.  There will be 
food, and fun, and games, but there will 
also be an incredible scavenger hunt where 
we shop for presents for kids in need.  
Mark the date on your calendar now and 
more information will be coming in the 
mail.  The cost is $5 to help us buy the pre-
sents for kids at Methodist Children’s 
Home.  To sign-up, contact Abby at the 
office or abby@pfumc.org or to volunteer 
to be a driver for this event.   

Livewires 
Livewires has ended for the fall, but we will 
be back in January.  We begin our next 8-
week session on January 9th.  Help is needed 
for the winter session.  There is a need for a 
Preschool teacher who would commit to 
teaching the session as well as assistants for 
the preschool class and the elementary class.  
Please contact Abby if you are interested in 
filling on of these positions.   

 

This year, our Sunday School classes are going to work to help those who 
are hungry by bringing their offerings to Sunday School and we will donate 
them to the Heifer project.   

With Heifer’s approach they help people obtain a sustainable source of food 
and income.  By our gifts and the gifts of others, Heifer gives families that 
are in need an animal that can not only help provide for the families, but 
also can be a source of income.  A cow can provide milk for the family as 
well as the extra milk can be sold for income.   

With Heifer’s giving back policy, when a family has an animal they commit 
to giving the first offspring to someone else who is in need.  This makes the 
gift of an animal go much further than one family, it continues the cycle of 
giving.   

We are all just one person, but when we give our offering before God, God 
can make miracles happen.  God will bless all of our pennies and quarters 
and dollars and He can make them into much bigger gifts.  This I am chal-
lenging our Sunday School kids to work together to fill an ark for those in    
need.  This means each week we will bring our offering to Sunday School 
and put it in our special Fill an Ark containers.  Each week we will count the 
money and update you as to what we can buy now!  I challenge each kid to 
begin to bring an offering each week to help us Fill an Ark! 

 

The 5 H's of a Small Group 
Leader's Journey 

"Hey…have you ever considered 
leading a small group?"  That is 
usually what people think is the  
beginning of their journey into small 
group leadership. However, the 
journey begins much earlier in the 
unofficial, perhaps unnoticed 
steps.  This leadership journey is a 
continuum that I call the 5 H's of a 
leader's journey:  
1) Heart, 2) Humility, 3) Honey-
moon, 4) Hard work, 5) Hallelujah 
Heart - Influence without the title. 
Every leader's journey starts within 
their heart.  Something inside them 
starts to stir and they simply begin 
to influence people everywhere 
they go.  They do not have a      
specific leadership role. They just 
begin to naturally care for people, 
pray for them, lead discussions with 
the group, take over when the  
regular leader is absent, and are 
generally very encouraging to    
people around them. 
Humility - A recognition of their 
gifting When people are asked to 
serve as small group leaders, many 
ask, "who, me?"  They feel deeply 
honored and humbled that they 
could be used like that.  Some    
people just do not see themselves 

as "leaders" in the traditional 
sense.  They need someone to believe in 
them and remind them that they have 
been "leaders" for the past several 
months/years!  Others feel grateful that 
what they have been doing has been  
noticed, and they are honored to serve in 
formal way now. 
Honeymoon - when it is all new and 
exciting Once the group begins, the 
leader usually goes through a honey-
moon phase.  Life is good.  There is    
formal training at this point.  There is  
public recognition of their group as a new 
group.  New people begin to attend, and 
there is just an air of excitement!  Atten-
dance is good (there seems to be new 
people every week!), and there are few 
problems.  This phase can last one month 
to about a year.  That is typically when 
there is a transition to another phase! 
Hard Work - a crash course in reality 
Reality sets in during this phase.  The 
leaders realize that they have "got to" be 
there, but nobody else does -- and some-
times, nobody is!  Fickle attendance,  
people moving into other groups (that cre-
ates a feeling of rejection at times to new 
leaders), losing some "favorite people," 
and gaining some who are simply "pains," 
create a fast track to B & B (burnout and 
bailing)!!!  Even though this phase is 
hard, it does not have to be debilitating.  If 
your support system is healthy, leaders 

will survive this phase. 
Hallelujah - the breakthrough! 
The last phase is the Hallelujah phase, a.k.
a -- "Praise God, we didn’t give up!"  Usually 
it is a point of major breakthrough: 
•  A solid committed core is finally formed.  
•  An incredible ministry time happens as 
group members minister to each other in a 
prayer time.  

•  The group serves somewhere together.  
•  Someone becomes a Christian within the 
group.  

•  Someone overcomes a sin issue that 
many in the group had been praying about.  

•  A leader is born out the group, and it multi-
plies that leader's influence.  

It could be any number of things, but it is a 
confirmation that God is using them as lead-
ers -- even though it has been tough at 
times. 
 Taken from Small Group Dynamics maga-
zine article: "The 5 H’s of a Small Group 
Leader’s Journey," September, 2007, by 
Steve Rowe. 
 
Group Leader Reminder 
 
Please update your group’s information and 
membership on the small group website.  If 
you need help with this, contact Linda 
Bynum and she will help get your group up to 
date.  Are you receiving attendance reports 
in error or not receiving them and should 
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Membership Concerns 
Members 
Mary Bozell, Pat Carne, Hila Collins, 
Adam Davis, Mary Davis, Jenny Frew, 
Jean Fried, Jean Glenn, Vince Maio-
rana, Carol & Alex Meszaros, Lyda 
Miehlke, Florence & Ron Turner, 
Evelyn Stanible, Katherine Thompson, 

Elizabeth Trame, Gordon Tyler 
 
Extended Family 
Larry Bowles, friend of Cokers 
Vivian Bryde, aunt of Bob Nelson 
Lindsey Cerilli, friend of the Brooks family 
Mary Cherrie, friend of Torngas 
Jim Ferguson, father of Stephanie Saia 
Gary Firestone, uncle of Chris Holland 
Milt Goldman, friend of the Whitecars  
Emma Hans, granddaughter of Tammy & Gary Lockwood 
Judy Holtmann, mother of Don Klingler 
Susan Hunter, friend of Dolly Porter 
Jack, friend of Tammie Todd 
Eleanor Jones, friend of Zerbys 
Eric Jones, friend of Zerby’s 
Ann & Conrad Krankel, friends of Zerbys 
Kenneth Korb, son-in-law of Betty Austin 
Greg Kozell, brother of Kim Beney 
Nancy Leach, friend of Chris Beaudoin 
Dave Maiorana, son of Vince and Lois 
Lynda McIntosh, daughter of Bonnie Iler 
Gary McKinley, son-in-law of Greta Poole 
Wayne Mielke, friend of the Costellos 
John Mitchell, friend of Jan Shettler 
Nicholas Morgan, friend of Jim & Grace Clouse 
Rev. H. L. Nelson, father of Robert Nelson 
Paul Peacock, friend of Leavengoods 
John Potter, friend of Nancy Remick 
Jeff Quinn, son-in-law of Bonnie Iler 
Jerry Richards, brother of Jan Seamonds 
Marino Scarpone, father of Janet Robertson  
Bob Sigmon, friend of Zerbys 
Doug Smith, friend of Dave Daley 
Mary Tavana, friend of Sharon Walk & Kim Lehmer 
Ron Tyrer, son-in-law of Pat Carne 
Christine Wall, granddaughter of Carol Wall 
Sarah Wood, sister of Gordon Tyler 
Randy Yanska, friend of the Zerbys 
Brenda York, niece of Muriel Gyde 
Danny Zabicki, friend of Mark Carver 
 
Missionary Family 
Heather Berlin, Clay Lajoie, Sarah & Kris Kappler, Beth Ann 
Nelson, Christina Wichert 
Military Family 
Justin Atkinson, Beau Barker, Kevin Bowen, David Bruch, 
Kevin Clafton (Strobridge), Brandon Cook, Rob Day, 

gggg{tÇ~ çÉâ{tÇ~ çÉâ{tÇ~ çÉâ{tÇ~ çÉâ‹  
To the First Church Family 
Thank you for the concerns, cards and prayers during 
Carl’s recovery. 
In Prayer, Carl & Ila Marsee 
 
Many Thanks from UMW  
The UMW would like to thank the congregation for their sup-
port of our recent mission projects. Enough health kit supplies 
were collected to assemble 50 kits which were delivered at the 
Ann Arbor District meeting, and our fall rummage sale raised 
over $5,200 to be used for missions. We could not hold our 
rummage sale without the help of countless volunteers who 
sort, fold and price donations, and work tirelessly on selling 
days. We are so grateful for all of you who assist during the 
sale, and those who bring in goods to sell. Special thanks go 
out to our rummage sale leaders Suzanne Trinka, Julie and 
Amy Fitzsimmons, Jennifer Heers, Cindy Crecilius, Jan Sea-
monds and Barb Stinebaugh, and to Ruth Dostie for her efforts 
at the District UMW meeting. 
 
I would like to thank Cindy Reinhart for delivering the Sun-
shine Basket and visiting with me. The cookies/candy were 
delicious and I really enjoyed them. 
God Bless You, 
Katherine Thompson 
 
Thanks a TON (Pennies for Africa)  
From Birmingham 1st UMC 

Robert Hoole (Good), Jeremy Thomas Jones, Ernie Kra-
jewski, Matthew Kimsal, Ryan McClain, Christopher 
McClain, Casey McKinley (Poole), Capt. Dustin Mitchell 
(Tillapaugh), Brandon Saleh, Jessica Skelly, Justin 
Skelly, Michael Wells 
 

jx xåÑÜxáá V{Ü|áà|tÇ fçÅÑtà{ç àÉ jx xåÑÜxáá V{Ü|áà|tÇ fçÅÑtà{ç àÉ jx xåÑÜxáá V{Ü|áà|tÇ fçÅÑtà{ç àÉ jx xåÑÜxáá V{Ü|áà|tÇ fçÅÑtà{ç àÉ . . . 
...Earl Rickard and family on the death of Mary, his wife, 
on October 27. 
...Nancy Bobcean on the death of her mother, Florence 
Nugent, who passed away on November 1. Grand-
mother to Laura Freeman & Great-Grandmother to 
Meghan, Audrey & Luke Freeman 
...Dorotha Green whose son, David Green, was killed in 
a car accident on Nobember 1st. 

jx ex}É|vx j|à{ jx ex}É|vx j|à{ jx ex}É|vx j|à{ jx ex}É|vx j|à{  . . . Patti Smith & Scottie Cracraft 
who were married on November 3, 

Penny Facts 
The weight of a penny changed in 1982 from 3.11 grams 
to 2.5 grams.  There are 126 pennies to a pound prior to 
1982 and 181 pennies to a pound after 1982. We col-
lected 238.5 pounds of pennies which amounted to 
$447.24. In March our youth collected $400 and this 
amount was matched to bring youth contribution to $800. 
The Noteworthy Concert on Sunday, November 4 con-
tribulted $1,100 toward the penny project. 



Page 6 

“Moving Forward by Faith" 
 
The life of faith is one that takes God at 
His word. It is one which involves every 
area of our lives, including how we use 
the resources which God has provided 
for us. Living by faith involves our time,   
talents and treasure.  
 
Most of us have no problem giving God 
our time and our talents, but some seem 
to have a problem when it comes to our 
treasure. Some have forgotten the first 
premise of total stewardship: God owns 
everything. We are just managing what 
rightfully belongs to Him. 
 
Accepting that premise requires us to   
believe what God has said concerning 
our material possessions. Accepting that 
premise requires us to exercise faith.    
Accepting that premise is essential if we 
are to give as we should. 
 
But why should we give to a God we 
cannot see? And why should we be will-
ing to trust this God who has chosen to 
reveal Himself primarily through the 
Scriptures? It all goes back to faith. As 
Hebrews 11:6 states so clearly, anyone 
who comes to God " . . . must believe 
that he exists and that he rewards those 
who earnestly seek him." So the ques-
tion is, Do you believe that God exists? 
If so, do you really     believe that He 
will reward those who  earnestly seek 
Him? Do you really believe that He will 
keep His promises to you? 
 
If so, you will demonstrate the kind of 
faith that people in the Old Testament 
demonstrated in the "first-fruits" offer-
ing. Before the crop was harvested, they 
would take a portion — a sample — and 
offer it to God. This was a fresh re-
minder of God's ownership of every-
thing and a way of saying, "Lord, we 
trust you, even     before we see what the 
harvest will really be like, to provide for 
us." 
 
Similarly, God asks us to set aside a por-
tion of what He has        provided to us 
in direct proportion to our income. That 
takes faith. That takes a willingness to 
trust God to   provide all that we need 
through what remains. That takes a rec-

ognition that we own nothing, that when we 
give, we are only returning to God what 
was His in the first place. 
Giving is the only subject about which God 
says, in effect, "Prove me. Trust me. Put me 
to the test." He does not say that about Bi-
ble reading, prayer, or even sharing our 
faith with others. Only about giving.  
 
As you think about your giving over the 
past few months and what God would have 
you to give in the coming year here at First 
United Methodist Church of Plymouth, will 
you "prove" God? Will you put God to the 
test? Regardless of how circumstances ap-
pear, will you move forward by faith in 
obedience to God's Word and to His leading 
in your life concerning your giving in 2008? 
 
Max Lucado expressed it very well when he 
said, "Faith is not the belief that God will 
do what you want. Faith is the belief that 
God will do what is right." That kind of 
faith moves an individual forward. That 
kind of faith moves a family forward. That 
kind of faith moves a church like ours for-
ward. And that kind of faith causes us to 
trust God and to believe that He keeps His 
promises. 
 
Donald Grey Barnhouse once described an 
elderly lady who knew what it meant to 
trust God. 
 
Someone said to her, "I believe that if you 
thought the Lord told you to jump through a 
stone wall, you would jump." She replied, 
"If the Lord told me to jump through a wall, 
it would be my business to jump, and it 
would be His business to make the hole." 
 
In that spirit of doing all that God asks of 
us, will you move forward by faith indi-
vidually and as a part of this fellowship 
concerning your giving for the coming 
year? As you consider your response to that 
question, please ask God to speak to your 
heart concerning your giving of your time, 
talents and financial resources in the com-
ing year. As you do so, please remember 
these words from Hebrews 11: " . . . without 
faith it is impossible to please God, because 
anyone who comes to him must believe that 
he exists and that he rewards those who ear-
nestly seek him." 

The Adult A.S.P. group would 
like to thank First Church for their 
support and prayers during our re-
cent trip down to Chavies,   Ken-
tucky.  There were 6 of us that went 
this year- Bill and Ardelle 
Pickering, Sandy Kosky, Joan Cur-
reri, Wes Kappler and myself.  We 
were housed in one of their year 
round centers with 2 other groups - 
a group from Massachusetts and 
another group from MI. It’s always 
fun to meet new people and share 
stories and laughter. 

Our homeowner lived in a 
trailer with other members of her 
family including small children.  
This trailer was up in the hills with 
a very steep driveway (4-wheel 
drive came in very handy).          
     Our group worked on her trailer 
d o i n g  w h a t  i s  c a l l e d 
“underpinning”, which means sheet 
metal is placed around the bottom 
part of the trailer to keep the cold 
winter air from getting underneath 
and making the floors cold.  We 
also worked on insulating the un-
derside of the trailer with new 
rolled insulation sheets.   Everyone 
pitched in wherever they were 
needed without       hesitation. 

We wanted to help this family 
stay warmer this winter and     be-
yond.  In the evenings we had time 
to relax, play some games, share 
some snacks, and even go for ice 
cream.   
      My sincere thanks go out to 
each of these crewmembers for 
their hard work and dedication to 
help the people of Appalachia; you 
all did a really great job and I was 
blessed to be a part of this group! 
      I think I can speak for all of us 
in saying it was a true blessing to 
help this family, showing our love 
and God’s love through our     ac-
tions. 
    I would like to extend an invita-
tion to any adults that would like to 
join us next year to share in the 
blessings we receive, we would 
love to have you. 

In His Service,  
Phil Daigneau   

ADULT 
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UMW Fall Retreat of 2007 
 

“Forgiveness 
The Ultimate Miracle 

~Overcoming the Trauma of 
the Past” 

Guest Speaker 

Rev. Dr. Bernadine Wormley 

Daniels 
 

5:00pm Friday, November 16th 
thru 

3:00pm Saturday, November 17th 
Waters Edge Retreat Center  

6477 N. Burkhart Rd,   
Howell, MI  48855 

UMW News...UMW News...UMW News...UMW News...    BOOKBYTES  
  
Ah, there's something about a      
uniform that catches a breathe and 
turns a head! It might be a            
firefighter's, a soldier's, or a police-
man's, but there's just something 
about a uniform.  In his book Beyond 
the Badge, Charles Ferrara, a retired 
NYPD Lt. shows the other side of the 
uniform and badge that the    public 
never or seldom sees. 
  
This spiritual survival guide for cops 
and their families reveals the danger 
and adventure,  along with a bit of 
the lighter side of the profession.  Al-
though the uniform offers job security 
and achievement there is the       
constant current of problems that 
must be dealt with on a daily         
basis.  Years ago police departments 
did not have access to the services 
of counselors or Chaplin's to help 
with temptations, alcohol abuse, 
marital and family problems, indebt-
edness in a plastic-happy culture, 
vulnerability, attitudes and emotions, 
job hazards, stress and burn-out, 
morale, or suicide.   

Chuck Ferrara, formerly of the US 
A r m y ' s  A i r b o r n e  S p e c i a l 
Forces, served in various depart-
ments for 16 years with the NYCPD 
before retiring to pastor a Methodist 
church in Connecticut and also 
serves as a police chaplain.   Many 
feel this book should be required 
r e a d i n g  f o r  p o l i c e  a c a d -
emies.  Check it out in your FUMC 
Library and see if you see that     
uniform in a different light.  Charlene 
says it makes her want to hug them, 
put her arms around them, cuddle 
them and say, "There, there, son, it's 
OK." 
  
Don't forget to Sign out a book,  
Submit a survey, Share a book 
(forms on the desk).   Also note a 
collection of books from Dr. Klump's 
library located where the Trading 
Post was formerly situated.  Pop in, 
pop out - with a book. DVD, movie - 
something! 
   
  

Useless fact:  It's impossible to sneeze 
with your eye open.  

(Tip:  Don't sneeze and drive!) 

IIIIT’S T’S T’S T’S     
SHOEBOX TIME!SHOEBOX TIME!SHOEBOX TIME!SHOEBOX TIME!    

 
Operation Christmas Child is an organization of Sa-
maritan’s Purse that collects shoeboxes filled with 
goodies for Christmas and delivers them around the 

world to spread Christmas cheer and God’s word to children who do not 
receive Christmas presents or may not know about God’s word.  Shoe-
boxes will be collected on Sunday, November 18, by Noon!  For more in-
formation or questions, please contact Amy Fitzsimmons at (734) 837-
2518 or at Afitzsim@emich.edu. 

CROP WALK COORDINATOR 
 
Doug Koenig has faithfully coordinated our congregation’s participation in 
the Crop Walk for several years however is now unable to continue in that 

role.  If this is a passion that you would like to see supported by our church, would you 
consider coordinating or inviting someone to coordinate it with you?  Is this a ministry 
that God has gifted you for and is calling you to? 
 

Please contact a member of your Lay Leadership Committee, if this is where you are 
being led. 
 

Lay Leadership Committee:  Dr. John Grenfell III, Chairperson; Cindy Crecelius; Mar-
tha Daigneau; Anna Fowler; Diane Hanosh; Mike Hartke; Jon Hord; Jenny Marble; 
Carol Massey; Gordy VanPutten 

CPR/AED TRAINING 
 
Coming Saturday, January 19, 
2008 at 9:00am is an opportunity to 
renew your cards or receive first 
time training in CPR and Auto-
mated External Defibrillator.  Mark 
your calendars and more informa-
tion is coming.  

                    RUTH 
CIRCLE  

Ruth Circle will    meet on 
Wednesday, November 

21st, at 11:30 am in the Church 
Parlor. Bring Your lunch, bever-
age provided. We Will continue 
reading the book “Out to Pas-
ture”. 
 
Guests and new members very 
welcome. 
 
If you have any questions or are 
unable to attend please contact: 

Special Unit Meeting to approve 
year-end giving will be held in 
the Library on Sunday, Decem-
ber 9th at 10:15 am. 



WE’RE ON THE WEB! 
www.pfumc.org 

Beacon & Calendar Deadlines: 
 E-mail articles by 5 pm on the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays  

to lizramsay@pfumc.org. 
 

Open hearts, open minds, open doors. 

BeaconBeaconBeaconBeacon    
PERIODICALS 

Dated Material — Please do not delay. 
Periodical Postage Paid 
Postmaster please send address corrections 

USPS 34-050 
Mailed:  Twice monthly except December 

PLYMOUTH FIRST 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 

 

Christmas is coming and so is Joseph’s Workshop (formerly Santa’s Workshop)!  Christmas is coming and so is Joseph’s Workshop (formerly Santa’s Workshop)!  Christmas is coming and so is Joseph’s Workshop (formerly Santa’s Workshop)!  Christmas is coming and so is Joseph’s Workshop (formerly Santa’s Workshop)!  
On Saturday, December 8On Saturday, December 8On Saturday, December 8On Saturday, December 8thththth from 10 a.m. from 10 a.m. from 10 a.m. from 10 a.m.----3 p.m. all 3 p.m. all 3 p.m. all 3 p.m. all kids ages 4kids ages 4kids ages 4kids ages 4----12 are invited to 12 are invited to 12 are invited to 12 are invited to 
come to make craft projects and kitchen goodies, and be a craftsman just like come to make craft projects and kitchen goodies, and be a craftsman just like come to make craft projects and kitchen goodies, and be a craftsman just like come to make craft projects and kitchen goodies, and be a craftsman just like 
JJJJooooseph was.  Hopefully it will give parents a chance to do some Christmas shoseph was.  Hopefully it will give parents a chance to do some Christmas shoseph was.  Hopefully it will give parents a chance to do some Christmas shoseph was.  Hopefully it will give parents a chance to do some Christmas shop-p-p-p-
ping too!  Registration is required for this event; please register by turning in a ping too!  Registration is required for this event; please register by turning in a ping too!  Registration is required for this event; please register by turning in a ping too!  Registration is required for this event; please register by turning in a 
permission slip or contacting (Abby) at the permission slip or contacting (Abby) at the permission slip or contacting (Abby) at the permission slip or contacting (Abby) at the office or abby@pfumc.org.  The cost office or abby@pfumc.org.  The cost office or abby@pfumc.org.  The cost office or abby@pfumc.org.  The cost 
is $10 per child/$25 max per family.  Kids also need to bring a sack lunch with is $10 per child/$25 max per family.  Kids also need to bring a sack lunch with is $10 per child/$25 max per family.  Kids also need to bring a sack lunch with is $10 per child/$25 max per family.  Kids also need to bring a sack lunch with 
no peanut  pno peanut  pno peanut  pno peanut  products please!  roducts please!  roducts please!  roducts please!      

 
*If you are willing to help with Joseph’s Workshop,*If you are willing to help with Joseph’s Workshop,*If you are willing to help with Joseph’s Workshop,*If you are willing to help with Joseph’s Workshop,    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            please contact Abby to signplease contact Abby to signplease contact Abby to signplease contact Abby to sign----up!up!up!up! 

 


