
Sunday Worship 9:00  & 11:15 AMSunday Worship 9:00  & 11:15 AMSunday Worship 9:00  & 11:15 AMSunday Worship 9:00  & 11:15 AM    

From the desk of Dr. John Grenfell III 

Beacon 

Plymouth First United Methodist ChurchPlymouth First United Methodist ChurchPlymouth First United Methodist ChurchPlymouth First United Methodist Church    

45201 N. Territorial Road  
Plymouth, MI 48170-6528 
(734) 453-5280  Fax: (734) 453-0375   

We invite people into Christian community 
where they can become deeply committed  
disciples of Jesus Christ. 

April 8, 2008April 8, 2008April 8, 2008April 8, 2008                                                                Vol. 35  No. 7Vol. 35  No. 7Vol. 35  No. 7Vol. 35  No. 7    

Photo by Dr. Larry Visser 

Dr. John Grenfell III, Senior Pastor 
Rev. David Wichert, Associate Pas-

Throughout the opening chapters of 
Revelation, we find Jesus speaking to the 
various churches addressed.  In doing 
so, He continues to speak to the Church, 
the Church universal, and in doing so He 
speaks to our church.  Upon speaking a 
specific message to a given church, He 
concludes by saying, “He who has ears, 
let him hear…”  I find it interesting that 
He says, “… let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches.” 
 
I do believe that the Spirit of God contin-
ues to speak to His Church.  Yes, that 
includes you and me.  Jesus reminds us 
that it is important to have ears to hear, 
but that’s not enough.  He wants us to 
use them.  His brother, James, said this, 
“Do not merely listen to the word, and so 
deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.  
Anyone who listens to the word but does 
not do what it says is like a man who 
looks at his face in the mirror and, after 
looking at himself, goes away and imme-
diately forgets what he looks like.  But the 
man who looks intently into the perfect 
law that gives freedom, and continues to 
do this, not forgetting what he has heard, 
but doing it – he will be blessed in what 
he does.”  (James 1:22-25) 
 
In these next few weeks, we are encour-
aging you to be in prayer.  Prayer and 
fasting are timeworn disciplines of God’s 

people that are bedrock essentials for 
discerning God’s will for our lives.  God 
has blessed you, along with the rest of us, 
with gifts and skill-sets that He desires 
you to share.  In doing so, this world 
changes – for the better.  First Church 
exists for the purpose of glorifying God 
and edifying the world with which He has 
surrounded us. 
 
Spend any time studying the Gospels 
which reveal Jesus to us, and it becomes 
clear that Jesus was intentional about 
listening to His Father.  He deliberately 
spent time with God, and He truly lis-
tened.  Maybe we, too, would be wise to 
do so.  And then get on with the business 
of doing what He says. 
 
On April 27, we will be offering you oppor-
tunity to share with us what Jesus would 
like you to share.  By then, we trust you 
will have already made room on your cal-
endar for some listening to God.  If not, 
we will encourage you to take the material 
home and to prayerfully consider God’s 
desire for you, as it pertains to your minis-
try.  Pay no attention to that voice trying to 
scare you off.  Rather delight yourself in 
God’s desire for your life.  It will help us to 
change and make this world a better 
place. 
 
Your prayer partner, 
John 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
MEN’S MINISTRY PRESENTS 

7TH ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF OUTING 
 

When: Saturday, June 7, 2008 
Where: Fox hills country club 
Playing:  strategic fox course 

This is a family event—everyone is welcome 
Contact Ron fair@ 734-459-3404 or  

bronaldfair@msn.com 
Sign up between services starting April 27,2008 

Proceeds from the outing support  
the youth asp mission trip 

 
Don’t golf but would like to help out. How about sponsoring 

a hole with a $50.00 donation, your name, your company 
name, your family name or your organization’s name will 

appear on a laminated sign and will adorn a tee box. 

NEW STUDY 
Mondays 10 am 
Linda Bynum 

All Ladies are invited to join a 
study of the Psalms called 
“Stepping Up” written by Beth 
Moore. This 7—week study will 
begin Monday, April 21 and end 
June 23. 

 
NEW  STUDY 

Adult Sunday School Class 
 

Begins Sunday, April 6 at 10:15 am 
‘Keeping It To Ourselves or Giving It 

Away” 
Joe and Alice Rea 

 

So many times we don’t share what 
God means to us because we don’t 
know how to say it without coming 
across as a weirdo. Investigate a 
natural and systematic approach to 
d i s c u s s i n g  G o d ’ s  g r a c e .              
Room L11. 
 
Scripture of the Morning 
Meri Lyn Hill 
This class will be ending April 27th. 
Each week is its own lesson and 
therefore conducive to anyone drop-
ping in on a Sunday. Come and talk 
more about what the scripture of the 
morning means and the effect that 
could have on us.  
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OMMUNITY 

Coming September 27—
Developing a Biblical 

Worldview 
 

The Core Team is nearly assembled 
for The Truth Project Simulcast. If you 
are interested in helping to bring this 
exciting group leader training event to 
our church, contact Linda Bynum at 
the church office. 
We are excited to launch Focus on the 
Family’s The Truth Project, a DVD-
based small group curriculum on 
Christian worldview.  You will want to 
gather a few people and participate in 
this 12 session/13 week project that 
will amaze you.  Each lesson de-
scribes in detail God’s design for all of 
life.  We believe this innovative curricu-
lum will bring about exponential 
change in the Body of Christ by trans-
forming the hearts and minds of believ-
ers worldwide. 
Online registration will start in April. 
www.thetruthproject.org 

PFUMC MEN’S 

2008 SOFTBALL SEASON 

   Begins May 5th 

Games are held MONDAY EVENINGS  
6:15 and/or 7:30 weather permitting.  

 

Game locations are along Hines Drive 
between Haggerty and Telegraph. 

 
 

SEASON TICKETS ARE FREE so 
bring your family and friends and have a 
hot dog. Bring a dish to pass or desert if  
you wish or just show up and enjoy the 

fellowship. 
 

It’s a fun night out. SEE YOU AT 

THE GAME! 

PRIMETIMERSPRIMETIMERSPRIMETIMERSPRIMETIMERS    
 
 
 

 

Detroit Institute of Arts & Lunch 

Carpool from church 9:30 am 

Return around 3:30 pm 

Cost: $6 plus lunch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seniors Day at Comerica Park 

Reservations needed this month!  

Cost $22, includes, ticket, piece of 

pizza or hot dog and small soda. 

Grandchildren are welcome! 

 

Registration for all Primetimers’ events 
in the church office, email 
linda@pfumc.org or sign up on Sunday 
Mornings. 
 

May 8 

July 10 

Teachers Wanted 
We are looking for Adult Summer Sunday 
School Teachers. Contact Linda Bynum 
453-5280 if you sense God is leading you 
in this direction. 
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RUMMAGE SALE IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER! 
It is time to mark you calendars for April 20 through April 24 for the Spring Rummage Sale! 

Your gently used treasures can be brought to Fellowship Hall on: 
Sunday, April 20 from 5:00 to 8:00pm 
Monday, April 21 from 9:00 to 5:00pm 

Tuesday, April 22 from 9:00 to 11:00am 
Keep in mind that electronics and other items that “plug in” should be in good 

working order.  Please no computers or monitors. 
We are looking for helping hands to set up, sort and price items during these 

times, as well as helpers to keep things running smoothly during the sale, which 
will be from 12:00 noon on April 22 through 5:00 Thursday, April 24. 

Note:  We are holding the rummage sale for one extra day this year and the bag 
sale will be on Thursday, April 24 from 3:00-5:00.  All funds raised are used by 

the United Methodist Women to support mission projects locally and around the world. 

The Noteworthy Concert 
series continues 

 
The South Eastern Michigan 

Flute Association and 
Yamaha Corporation proudly 

present 
 

Jim Walker 
In Recital 

 

Saturday April 12, 2008       
1:30 pm 

 

A free will donation will be 
collected to benefit  

Gleaners Food Bank and 
the Choir Trip to the Interna-
tional Church Music Festival 

in Stowe, Vermont 
 

Jim Walker crosses all boundaries 
of the music world including work 

as an orchestral flutist, concert 
artist, jazz flutist with his ensem-

ble Free Flight, recording artist for 
hundreds of motion picture sound-
tracks, author and renowned edu-

cator. 
 

For more information please contact 
Lauren Erickson at 734.453.5791 
or Marcia Van Oyen 734-453.5280. 

Have you ever wondered 
what Heaven is like? Join us 
at Fusion for the month of 
April to learn what’s up with 
Heaven.  Fusion begins at 6 
pm on Sunday nights with 
pizza at 5:30 pm 

The battle is back on! The final clash 
begins May 9th at 7 p.m.  Come rep-
resent your tribe in the epic battle! 
Check the church website for permis-
sion slips and medical waivers.  There 
will be a prize for the person who 
brings the most friends!  

     F 

        U 

            S 

     I 

                 O 

                 N 

Choir Bake Sale—May 11th 
 

Support the Choir Trip to 
The Vermont International Choral Festival 

 
Home-baked goodies will be available for purchase at fellowship hour and 
after the 11:15 service (unless we sell out) on Sunday, April 6th.  Your dona-
tions will help underwrite expenses for members of the Chancel Choir and 
Festival Bells to participate in the International Choral Festival in Stowe, 
Vermont in June.  We are all looking forward to a wonderful experience that 
will help us hone our musical skills, interact with musicians from around the 
country, and deepen relationships. 
 
We greatly appreciate all the support and encouragement we have already 
received  Thanks!! 
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SCRIP CERTIFICATES 
 

Mother’s Day, 
Graduation and Father’s Day 

 

What do they have in common?  You 
can celebrate all of them with Scrip 
gift cards.  Help us support the 
Bynum/Kammann Egypt mission trip 
and the youth going to ASP.  All 
spring dates have been set to allow 
for delivery of the cards before the 
holidays mentioned above.   
 

TWO ORDERS BEFORE THE 
YOUTH AND ADULT ASP 

DEPARTURE!! 
 

We have two more opportunities to 
purchase Scrip before the youth and 
adults head to their week of ministry 
in the Appalachian Mountains.  Pur-
chase gift certificates to stores and a 
portion of the proceeds will go to 
ASP.  Next two due dates: 
            APRIL 20 
            MAY 18 
Thank you to all our loyal support-
ers.  We were able to give $400.00 to 
the Bynums  and Kammanns for their 
trip to Egypt.  Praise God! 
 
Pick up your copy in the church office 
anytime. 
Questions?  Call Jeff or Natalie 
McLaughlin (734) 416-1418 

 

Financial Summary 

Update as of 

February 29, 2008 

 

We are grateful for the tithes and 
offerings given to support our 
Ministry Budget. Your continued 
faithfulness makes our congrega-
tional programs and outreach min-
istries possible. Through our Min-
istry Budget, we grow in faith and 
share Christ with others.  
 

INCOME: $85,692.45 
EXPENSES: $95,250.19 
BUDGET: 101,977.34 

Ministry Opportunity 
The Church Prayer Chain Ministry needs a new 
leader. The Prayer Chain has two chains: an e-mail 
chain and a telephone chain.  If you would like to 
lead this special group of prayer warriors or need 
more information, call Jane Aho at (734) 459-2578. 

 

ShowcasesShowcasesShowcasesShowcases    
    

Have you noticed the new displays in the  showcases in 
the “Great Hall”? Each  one is advertising one of the 

many events going on at our church.  
If your group or committee is hosting an event or provid-
ing a service or ministry and would like to let the whole 
congregation know about it, contact  the church office 
and we can tell you when and where you can put up a 

display.  
 

We are also looking for a coordinator, not to necessarily 
do the displays, (but you could if you wanted to!) but to 
keep track of who and what will be  in each showcase. 
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Inheritance can be a  very ugly work 
that sometimes tears a family to 
pieces, but it can also be a teaching 
tool. Other family members may re-
ceive money, businesses and valuable 
unappreciated benefits, but one soul 
may seem to be left out.  
 
That’s what happens in the movie The 
Ultimate Gift, which by the way, your 
FUMC Library carries in DVD form. 
You can also find the book there writ-
ten by Jim Stovall, edited by Rene 
Gietteridge. This one seemingly left-
out soul (actually one lazy brat) has 
to work for his gifts –all twelve of 
them! These gifts are really things  

Applying Bible Principles 
 

"Moreover, when God gives any man wealth and possessions, and enables him to en-
joy them, to accept his lot and be happy in his work — this is a gift of God" (Eccl. 
5:19). 
 
Don't you just love gifts? There is great satisfaction both in getting gifts and in giving 
them. Since we are created in the image of God, it stands to reason that He also must 

take great delight in giving and receiving gifts.  
 
All that we have comes from His hand, but in particular, Solomon indicated that money and riches and the ability to en-
joy them are gifts from God. In other words, God gives us that which is rightfully His, and then He allows us the enjoy-
ment of wealth and money. As we enjoy what He has entrusted to us, no doubt He takes great pleasure in our enjoyment 
if our actions are in conformity to His Word and His will. 
 
How can we be sure that our enjoyment of money and wealth is according to God's plan? The Bible contains a great deal 
of specific instruction as to how we are to use money, but this guiding principle is to motivate our entire lives, including 
the use and enjoyment of wealth: "So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God" (1 
Cor. 10:31). 
 
There's nothing wrong with money. There's nothing wrong with enjoying the things that money can buy. Solomon was 
correct when he said that both are gifts from God. The key is to use money in such a way that our enjoyment will bring 
glory to God. One of the primary ways to do that is to give to the Lord and His work here at Plymouth First United 
Methodist Church. 
 

everyone needs in their lives. 
Read the book or see the movie 
to find the ultimate gifts and de-
cide whether or not you have 
them. 
 
Included in the book are inter-
views with the actors in the 
movie:  James Garner, Brian 
Dennehee, Ali Hillis, Abigail 
Breslin, Drew Fuller and Bill 
Cobbs. A DVD inside the book 
brings behind the scenes and 
events making the story even 
more touching. Look for the 
movie and the book in your 
FUMC Library. If it is not avail-
able, fill out a yellow reserve slip 
and leave it on the desk. Be sure 
to include your name and phone 
number. 
 
Useless fact:  Peanuts are one of 
the ingredients in dynamite! 

The flowers appear on The flowers appear on The flowers appear on The flowers appear on 
the earth; the time of the earth; the time of the earth; the time of the earth; the time of 
singing has come…singing has come…singing has come…singing has come…    
Song of Solomon 2: 12Song of Solomon 2: 12Song of Solomon 2: 12Song of Solomon 2: 12    
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Summer is Just Around the 

Corner! 
 

Summer is coming and your kids will 
want to be at First Church for these ex-
citing activities!  Mark these dates on 
your calendar now!  We will need lots 
of volunteer help for all of these events, 
so start praying about what God may be 
calling you to do this summer. 
 
 

 5 Day Slam 
 June 16-20, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

 

 Beach Party  

 Vacation Bible School 
 July 21-25, 9 a.m.-NOON 

 

 Preschool Day Camps 
 August 13 and 15,  

 9 a.m.-NOON 
 

 Elementary Day Camps 
 August 20, 22, 27, 29,  

 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
 

 Back to School Blast 
 August 28: 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS   
Mary Davis 
14707 Northville Rd Apt 360 
Plymouth, MI 48170-6069 

UMW News...UMW News...UMW News...UMW News...    

RUTH CIRCLE 
We will meet on                        

Wednesday, April 16th at 

11:30 am in the parlor.  Bring 

your lunch.  Beverage is pro-

vided.  We will be discussing 

our upcoming meetings.  Any 

questions, please call . 

 

Katherine Thompson 

734-459-8227 

Summer Reading KickSummer Reading KickSummer Reading KickSummer Reading Kick----OffOffOffOff    
Thursday, May 29, 2008 Thursday, May 29, 2008 Thursday, May 29, 2008 Thursday, May 29, 2008     
Pot Luck at 12 pmPot Luck at 12 pmPot Luck at 12 pmPot Luck at 12 pm    
All Are InvitedAll Are InvitedAll Are InvitedAll Are Invited    

 

     The women of the church and 
guests are invited to the Summer 
Reading Kick-off with a potluck 
picnic. Just in case you don’t like 
flies, bees, and fruit flies we’ve 
scheduled this ‘picnic’ for the 
Fellowship Hall. Besides, this 
insures us 
of no 
raindrops  
either! 
We will 
hear book 
r e v i ew s 
of the several books from the 
UMW 2008 Reading Program. 
Many of the books to be re-
viewed can be found in our 
church or public libraries. 
     Come and join the fellowship, 
enjoy a picnic potluck, and hear 
about some excellent reading 
materials. 
     Baby sitting will be available. 
Any questions contact Rosemary 
Jones 734 455-1323. 

ROSE CIRCLE 

   SPRING TEA 
 
 

Saturday, May 3, 2008 
1:00 pm 

Fellowship Hall 
Price $10 

Benefit: Methodist Children’s 
Home Society 

Program: Barbara Kincaid 
will present “The History 
and Etiquette of an After-

noon Tea.” 

Our church has been a 
Stephen Ministry Congre-
gation for more than 25 
years. 

 
We now have four active Stephen 
Ministers available to provide 
Christian care giving to persons 
who are experiencing life crises or 
difficult circumstances. They have 
received 50 hours of training in 
dealing with feelings, crisis inter-
vention, asserting oneself with gen-
tleness and firmness, listening, set-
ting boundaries and other topics 
dealing with aspects of helping peo-
ple. Additional education in related 
topics and supervision is provided 
to our Stephen Ministers monthly. 
 
If you believe that you or someone 
you know could benefit from the 
care of a Stephen Minister, please 
contact Joan McNally at 734 453-
9114. 
 
We ask that you as members of our 
congregation pray for our Stephen 
Ministers and Leader. Prayer has 
done such wonderful things in our 
church. 

Stephen MinistryStephen MinistryStephen MinistryStephen Ministry    

Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 

May 11—Confirmation Sunday 
      Mother’s Day 
      Baptism 
May 25—Memorial Day Sunday 
      Begin 1 Service/10 am 
June 1—Graduation Sunday 
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Membership Concerns 

g{tÇ~ lÉâ Áág{tÇ~ lÉâ Áág{tÇ~ lÉâ Áág{tÇ~ lÉâ Áá    
 
I want to thank all of my friends at FUMC who 
prayed and sent cards after my recent back surgery. 
Because of your prayers and God guiding my doc-
tor’s hands, I am now pain free! 
With Gratitude and Love, Bonnie Iler 
 
 
Thanks to all the church family for remembering my 
Aunt Violet Boettger and Uncle Herb Lehman with 
cards, thoughts and prayers during their recent ill-
ness and death. God called them home within a 
month of each other. May God bless each one of 
Plymouth UMC for their caring and concern.  
Rev. Roy and Bev Forsyth 
 
 
Henna Circle would like to say thank you to every-
one who purchased cinnamon rolls (or made a do-
nation) on Palm Sunday. Our fundraiser was a suc-
cess. We filled 15 boxes full of goodies and mailed 
them off to our military serving abroad and state-
side. They will certainly know our prayers, thoughts, 
and support are with them. 
Thanks again! Henna Circle. 

We Rejoice WithWe Rejoice WithWe Rejoice WithWe Rejoice With. . .Jim and Joanne Wisniewski on 
the birth of their son, Porter James, on March 29th. 
 

We Express Christian Sympathy toWe Express Christian Sympathy toWe Express Christian Sympathy toWe Express Christian Sympathy to. . . Vince & 
Lois Maiorana on the death of their son, Dave Maiorana, 
who passed away on March 29th. 
. . . Wayne & Sandy Fercho on the death of Wayne’s step-
father, Glen Benson, who passed away on March 26. 

Members 
Mel Bobcean, Jenny Boebinger, Jenni-
fer Cotter, Doris Diedrick, Virginia 
Duke, Jenny Frew, Alex Magee, Carol 
Meszaros, Eddie McClendon, Lyda 
Miehlke, Cathy Montgomery, Sheree 

Revoir,  Jeannette Schryer, Peter Slazinski, Jim Symons, 
Katherine Thompson, Gordon Tyler, Sharon Walk. 
 

Extended Family 
Joey Aquars, friend of the Rej family 
Guy Barnicot, friend of Henry Kluver       
Dodie Beckman, friend of Jan Migy-

anka   
P.J. Caruso, friend of the Cokers   
Robin Cunningham, friend of Whitecars  John Duke, son of 
Virginia Duke   
Bill Dyer, friend of Loretta Lahr 
Diane Dziedzic, friend of Lynne Coker 
Jim Ferguson, father of Stephanie Saia 
Larry Gilmore, brother of Carol Meszaros 
Milt Goldman, friend of the Whitecars  
Eleanor Gornall, mother of Sharon Hoard 
Jack, friend of Tammie Todd 
Eleanor & Eric Jones, friend of Zerbys 
Norm Kish, father of Terri Scrimger 
Ann & Conrad Krankel, friend of Zerbys 
Greg Kozell, brother of Kim Beney 
Nancy Leach, friend of Chris Beaudoin 
Dorthy Lee, mother of James Lee 
Mary Little, mother of Tammy Todd 
Mary Lonergan, friend of Connie Slazinski 
Gary McKinley, son-in-law of Greta Poole 
Megan, friend of Diane Dolmage 
Wayne Mielke, friend of the Costellos 
Virginia Miller, friend of Kathy Berliner 
John Mitchell, friend of Jan Shettler 

NEW  

CONCERNS 

ARE IN 

BOLD 

Military Family 
Justin Atkinson, Beau Barker, David Bruch, 
Kevin Clafton (Strobridge), Rob Day, Robert 
Hoole (Good), Aaron Kammann, Jeff Klein 
(Simpson), Matthew Kimsal, Ralph 
McComber, Casey McKinley (Poole), Dustin 
Mitchell (Tillapaugh), Raymond Revoir, Jes-
sica Skelly, Justin Skelly, Michael Wells 
 

Missionary Family 
Heather Berlin, Sarah & Kris Kappler, Clay Lajoie, 
Beth Ann Nelson, Christina Wichert 
 
Please notify the church office 453-5280 if a prayer has 
been answered and a name should be removed. 

PRAISES 

 

Judy Carr is back to 
work after knee surgery 
 
Tammy Todd’s grand-
mother, Isabel Wild, is 
out of the hospital. 
 
Carol Walls grand-
daughter, Christine is 
now cancer free. 



WE’RE ON THE WEB! 

Beacon & Calendar Deadlines: 
 E-mail articles by 5 pm on the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays  

to lizramsay@pfumc.org. 
 

Open hearts, open minds, open doors. 

BeaconBeaconBeaconBeacon    
PERIODICALS 

Dated Material — Please do not delay. 
Periodical Postage Paid 
Postmaster please send address corrections 

USPS 34-050 
Mailed:  Twice monthly except December 

PLYMOUTH FIRST 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 

Are you uncomfortable inviting your friends and neighbors to church?  Sometimes we’re not sure how to begin with that 
invitation.  We have an alternative suggestion—invite them to a movie!  We have rented out the Penn Theatre for Satur-
day April 19 at 10:30 am to watch “The Chronicles of Narnia—The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe”.  This wonderful 

movie is a great adaptation of the classic book from CS Lewis.   
 

We will have the theatre all to ourselves to watch this wonderful fantasy movie which has a Christian message but which 
is entertaining to all.  We would ask you to consider friends or neighbors of yours who are looking for something bigger, 
or perhaps in search of a church family to attend with you.  We are using church funds to purchase the tickets of every 

guest who is invited, and we encourage you to come with them.  We are asking church members to consider a donation 
to offset their own tickets—the approximate cost to the church is $3.00 per ticket. 

 
We will also have an opportunity for fellowship and food immediately after the movie at the church (more details to 

come!).  Please consider a friend (or many friends) who you can invite to watch this wonderful movie that is enjoyable for 
all ages. 

 
We will have signup sheets for you to reserve tickets for yourselves and friends.  These will be in Fellowship Hall during 

Fellowship hour and in the church office during regular church hours. 

The Chronicles of 
Narnia 

The Lion the Witch  
and the Wardrobe. 

Adaptation of the classic book  
from CS Lewis. 

Saturday, April 19Saturday, April 19Saturday, April 19Saturday, April 19    
10:30 am10:30 am10:30 am10:30 am    

Penn TheatrePenn TheatrePenn TheatrePenn Theatre    
 


