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From the desk of Dr. John Grenfell Il

So often in conversation we find ourselves
using the word “hope” in ways smacking of
uncertainty. “I hope she makes it,” we say
with a ring of doubt. This surfaces in
Scripture as well. Herod “hoped” he would
see a miracle performed by Jesus. Felix
“hoped” Paul would offer him a bribe. As
it turned out, both men were disappointed.

We can be grateful that the Bible seldom
uses “hope” in such a doubtful way. Bibli-
cally our hope is focused upon God, and
gives us reason to live with eager expecta-
tion. Patience, encouragement, and enthu-
siasm are Spirit-filled alternatives to fret-
ting, discouragement, and resignation.

My hope for you and the new year upon us
is that we might be filled anew with genu-
ine hope. | believe God’s heart-felt desire
for each one of us is that 2008 will be the
best year we have ever had. “See | am do-
ing a new thing; do you not perceive it?”
He asks through the prophet, Isaiah. One
of His precious gifts offered to those of us
created in His image is this yearning for
something better. The key to this year be-
ing the best we have ever had lies in where
we are looking for fulfillment. Looking to
ourselves or to this world is bound to leave
us disappointed. Looking to the God of
Abraham and Sarah, Ruth and David, or
Joseph and Mary, we find the key unlock-

ing genuine hope. The very mark of God’s
people throughout the Bible was that their
faces were turned towards the One who holds
the whole wide world in His hands, along with
our future. They looked to this One with con-
fidence and expectation. On this side of what
we have just celebrated on Christmas, can we
live otherwise? Ours is a God willing to enter
our world-your world and mine.

His claims are our promises. Implicit in our
fellowship with Almighty God is the assur-
ance that the best is yet to be. As God’s Word
comes to a close in Revelation, we discover
that God never quits making all things new,
“See | am making all things new.” (Revelation
21:5) He is the God of eternal renewal.

May this year be a revelational nova for us
individually and corporately. May the One
giving us reason to celebrate Christmas be-
come a starburst of Light, illuminating our
paths and revealing to us His heart-felt de-
sires. And may our desires be immersed in
His, for therein lies our surest hope. “For |
know the plans | have for you,” declares the
Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a fu-

ture.” (Jeremiah 29:11)

Hoping 2008 will be a blessed year for you!

John

Sunday Worship 9:00 & 11:15 AM

January 13

Scripture: Matthew 6:9-14
Sermon: “Release To Be Released”
Dr. John Grenfell lll, preaching

January 20

Human Relations Sunday
Pastor Dave Wichert, preaching
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APPLYING BIBLE
PRINCIPLES

Money is a neutral com-
modity, a means of ex-
change. It is neither inher-
ently good nor evil. But a
wrong view of money can
become a problem to us.

In 1 Timothy 6:9-10, Scrip-
ture warns about the dan-
gers of a determination to
get rich: "People who want
to get rich fall into tempta-
tion and a trap and into
many foolish and harmful
desires that plunge men
into ruin and destruction.
For the love of money is a
root of all kinds of evil.
Some people, eager for
money, have wandered
from the faith and pierced
themselves with many
griefs."

When we have a consuming

desire to get rich, when we are
obsessed with money so that it
becomes the focus of our time
and attention, then we have
made it the number one priority
in our lives. In that spot, it re-
places everything, including
God. We begin to find our secu-
rity in money, not in God and in
God alone.

However, when our view of God
is right and our view of money
is right, we will realize that
money cannot buy security;
money cannot purchase happi-
ness; money cannot guarantee
peace or joy or contentment.
God alone can provide these es-
sentials as we " . . . seek first his
kingdom and his righteousness."

In his book, The Gift of Giving,
Wayne Watts said this: "God al-
ways lovingly instructs us in the
path that is in our best interest
and which will bring us the
greatest happiness in life. There-

fore, for our good, He instructs
us to put Him first in all things,
and this includes how we use
our money."

How do you view money? Is it
at the center of your life,
thereby perhaps replacing
God's rightful role? And equally
important, are you using the
money God has given to you to
advance His kingdom and His
righteousness?

From the Finance Committee

Sunday Morning Counters
Needed

Looking for volunteers to help with
counting the offering Sunday morn-
ings. Either as a regular (which
would be 6 to 8 times a year) or as a
substitute. Please call the church of-
fice at 453-5280 or Gene Kornegay
at 455-5108 or e-mail gene@pfumc.
org

Truth Project

It’s not too late...

You can still get in on the

ground floor of The Truth
Project. To view a couple of short
clips you can log on to truthproject.
org and prepare to be amazed anew
at our Great God. Join this nation-
wide initiative designed to bring the
Christian worldview to the body of
Christ. Those who would consider
hosting a group of people in the fall
are encouraged to attend either Sun-
days 5-7 p.m. or Mondays 10 —
noon at the Bynum’s home in
Livonia for the 13 week series.
Please talk to Jim or Linda for more
information or to sign up to take part
(453-5280 or home 513-6852).
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WOI'ShIp in Spi rlt and Truth Sem | nar Save the dates on your calendar now and plan to attend a

workshop that will deepen your understanding of wor-

Feb ruary 22nd- 24th’ 2008 ship an(.l Open new avenues for. p?rsonfil.and corporate
expression in worship. Worship in Spirit and Truth be-
gins on Friday evening, February 22", is offered all day
on Saturday, and culminates in worship on Sunday morn-
ing, February 24™. Feel free to invite friends — the semi-
nar is open to all, and we would like to share it with the
greater community.

The Worship in Spirit and Truth Seminar is a team-led
weekend renewal event for churches, designed to equip
participants with a biblical understanding of worship.
Incorporating Scripture from both the Old Testament
and the New Testament, teachings will examine both cor-
porate worship experiences and the lives of individual
worshipers. Truths gained from the models of personal
and corporate worship in Scripture will be applied to our
daily lives.

Designed for the entire church to experience, the Worship
in Spirit and Truth Seminar will give fresh insight into
worship and its importance in and to our lives. The semi-
nar is led by a team from Aldersgate Renewal Ministries,
the organization which also offers Lord Teach Us to Pray
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LEADERSHIP
TRAINING DAY
SATURDAY, JANUARY 26
9:00 AM—NOON
MARBLE MEMORIAL UMC
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1) Volunteers in Mission

2) How to Start a Young Adult
Ministry

3) Trustees

4) Staff Parish Relations

5) Strategically Planning Your
Church’s Future

6) Roadmap for a Healthy Congre-
gation
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Sunday school classes have
open enrollment. You are
welcomed to join a class at
any time or change classes if
you like. Sunday School for
all ages runs from 10:15 -
11:10 am

PURPOSE DRIVEN LIFE
Dr. John Grenfell
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METHODISM IN THE WORLD
Rich Hoy
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When you are finished with Lay Leader-
ship Training you can still make the sec-
ond part of West Side’s training:

New Training offered at
Ann Arbor: West Side

Saturday, January 26
9-11 am and 1-3 pm
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Christian Education, a Matter of the

Heart: Sunday School Teachers
9:00—11:00 a.m.
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LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY
Jeanne Martin
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TACTICS IN DEFENDING THE FAITH

Sandra Kosky
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MOVIES AND MESSAGE

Cathy Montgomery/Chris Beaudoin

Volunteer Management

1:00—3:00 pm
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BOTTOM LINE BIBLE STUDY
Steve and Cindy Crecelius
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The WEDDING HOSTESS MINIS-
TRY is looking for a few new host-
esses. If you have a warm smile and
can reassure nervous brides, grooms and
their families, we need you. The time
commitment is flexible and can accom-
modate most schedules. There will be
an orientation on January 24 at 6:30 pm.
You need to attend an orientation ses-
sion (about an hour) before becoming a
hostess. Contact Nancy Navarre at
734-459-2221 or e-mail ng90@mac.
com for more information or to reserve
a place in the January 24™ orientation.

If you will be out of town that day but
are interested in being a hostess call
Nancy to work out another schedule.

Stephen Ministry

For some the Christmas sea-

son is not a happy time. It
brings forth feelings of sadness, loneli-
ness, regret or depression. Are you one
of those persons who have suffered the
loss of a loved one or a job, are new to
our community and lonely, are strug-
gling with marriage or family problems,
iliness or another type of crisis?

The Stephen Ministry provides one-to-
one Christian care to those who are ex-
periencing all kinds of life needs. The
Stephen Ministers have received 50
hours of training in caring ministry
skills and visit the person regularly to
offer support and care. Confidentiality is
maintained to insure that identities and
information remain private.

If you would like more information or to
make a referral, please phone the Refer-
ral Coordinator, Joan McNally at 734-
453-9114.

Dear Church Family,

Thank you for the beautiful altar flowers!
Sandy Kosky delivered them and spent some
time chatting with me. 1’m so fond of this
church family.

Jeanette Schryer

SALVATION ARMY

I would like to thank those generous groups,
families and individuals who signed up for
the Salvation Army’s Adopt-A-Family Pro-
gram through our church. With your help,
three small and two large families were able
to see Christ at work in our community and
have a Christmas dinner and presents under
the tree. There was one family of 8 yet to be
adopted as the deadline loomed... Pastor
John made an announcement in church, and
that same Sunday in Fellowship Hall I re-
ceived $300 in donations from people want-
ing to help out. With six children in the fam-
ily and a suggested spending allowance from
the Salvation Army of $50 per child, you can
see God’s hand in this and the Christmas
miracle was witnessed — God is so good!

I am continually blessed by the folks in our
congregation and their willingness to step
forward when needed to lend a hand to those
challenged by life’s circumstances. Thank
you for that gift, and may God continue to
bless our congregation as we seek to do His
will in His service. Love, Debbie Single

CHANGES IN PHONE BOOK

Don & Jodi Liepa
2005 Stonebridge Way
Canton, MI. 48188
734/273-4202

Nancy Thomas

14707 Northville Rd. Apt. 52
Plymouth, MI. 48170
734/667-5777

Scott & Patti Cracraft
P.O. Box 25
Albion, Mi 49224-0025

New Phone Numbers
Jim & Janice Groat (248) 486-6585

George & Marnie Holdefer (734) 879-0606
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THANK YOU

I want to thank all the people who
prayed for my neighbor, Mary Jane
Bohrer. After successful removal of
a cancerous kidney, she suffered a
stroke. Through the prayers of the
members of First Church, she has
made a remarkable recovery and is
improving each day. A special
thanks to the Men’s Ministry and
their Wednesday morning prayer
group for their cards.

Sincerely,

Katherine Thompson

COOKIE WALK THANKS!

In spite of the terrible snow storm the
night before, you proved that—when
cookies are involved—you can
weather almost anything, and | thank
you! The Cookie Walk raised
$938.35 for ASP and the youth who
will be attending. The selection was
outstanding and I’d like to thank each
of the 27 bakers who signed up to
make this fundraiser such a success.
Thanks also to those of you who
braved the elements and came to pur-
chase these homemade treats. To my
team of workers: Grace Falko, Jeff
McLaughlin and my husband, Art—
many thanks for showing up early and
staying until the end. About $100 of
the total was raised after the All-
Church Conference the following
Tuesday evening, so thanks to those
attendees as well. Six boxes of cook-
ies were also delivered to Opportunity
House in Plymouth, whose residents
were very grateful and excited to have
Christmas cookies made with love!
Happy New Year to all!

Love,

Debbie Single
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Extended Family
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...Gene & Dot Kornegay on the birth of

their grandson, Kraig Michael Kornegay. Proud parents are
Dennis & Vickie Kornegay.

Dear Friends in Christ, December 3, 2007

A simple thank you doesn’t seem to cover all the prayers and
support you all have given to our family.

Our son Dave has progressed well above expectations on the
healing of his burnt feet. His diabetes and corresponding heart
problems continue to be of major concern.

Lois is still experiencing the healing process from her spinal
fusion surgery last March.

My total knee replacement is getting better each week. I had
excellent therapy after the hospital.

Your concerns and expression of sympathy on the death of
my mother are very much appreciated. She would have been 97
years old in January. The holidays won’t be the same without
her.

All the visits and prayers by friends and clergy have made
our Church family a living reality.

Faithfully yours,
Vincent Maiorana

Dear Friends,

I am so happy to be able to be in touch with you. It has been
such a long dark road | have traveled with the pain and getting
past the pelvic breaks. Can’t tell you how much I have missed
all my friends but do want to take this time to thank you for all
the love, prayers and kind thoughts that you have sent my way.
They have meant new life to me and shown me that God is still
in control and through other Christians lets us know. So thanks
to all the groups who have sent their love & also to our dear
Pastors.

| am starting back on the road to recovery and believe me it
seems so good.

Please continue to keep me in your prayers.

Love, Pat Carne
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Armarican
Red Cross

BLOOD
DRIVE

There will be a blood drive
here at church on Monday
March 10th from 1 p.m. to
6 p.m.

If you have questions call
Karen Harden 734-416-
9730 or Cindy Crecelius:
734-416-03609.

RUTH CIRCLE

Ruth Circle had a wonderful
luncheon on Dec. 19th. Be-
sides having some special
guests, our Director of Mu-
sic, Marcia Van Oyen,
joined us and led carol sing-
ing. Thank you, Marcia, for
making our meeting extra
special and memorable.

The Ruth Circle meeting for
January 16th is cancelled.
Our next meeting will be on
Wednesday, February 20th
at 11:30.

Katherine Thompson
459-8227

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

The Prayer Shawl Ministry re-
sumes this month. Gather your
knitting needles, crochet hooks
and yarn and come to church on
Thursday, January 24th at

2:00 p.m. We will be meeting in

the parlor. All are welcome, Any

questions call Elsie Mae Trinka
734-453-6187

BOOKBYTES

Did you see the TV showing of Mitch
Albom’s “For One More Day” recently?
Quite thought provoking, wasn’t it? If
you missed it, the book can be found in
your FUMC Library in the fiction sec-
tion. You will find Christian fiction is
very different from the run-of-the-mill
fiction. There is always a lesson to be
gleaned. Charlene Churchmouse keeps a
file of gleanings she finds.

The Christmas decorations are being or
have been packed away until next year—
and New Year’s resolutions have been
pondered (easy ones made so it won’t
hurt when broken). It isn’t too late to
include another one: visiting your
FUMC Library and reading more! New
books, videos, DVDs, etc. are being
added each week for your browsing
pleasures. Pop in and pick out a book or
two before you forge your way to your
cold car in the parking lot! A good book,
a cup of hot cider—what a way to spend
a wintry evening!

« SN

CROCUS CIRCLE

We invite you to join us on January
16 at 9:30 a.m. in the Library as we
assemble Valentines to send to mis-
sionaries and military. A video pres-
entation of “Library of Hope” will
also be shared.

The December meeting focused on a
discussion of the book, Beyond the
Badge, a non-fiction publication
written by a former police officer,
now a pastor, who shares his stories
of life and faith. We were also able
to do service projects in December to
provide Christmas gifts for children
and youth through Angel Tree and
Joy of Jesus.
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UMW News...
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HENNA CIRCLE

Henna Circle will meet at the
church for our first meeting of the
new year on Thursday, January
17th at 6:30 p.m. See you there.

Flower Calendar
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i

The new Floral
Calendar for 2008
is now available.
Sign up
today for
your special date.

Bulletin Stuffers Needed

Do you have a free hour on Friday
afternoons? If so, consider helping
stuff inserts for the Sunday Bulletins.
Contact Margo Jenkins at (734) 455-
3563.
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PLYMOUTH FIRST PERIODICALS
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

Open hearts, open minds, open doors.

USPS 34-050
Mailed: Twice monthly except December

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

www.pfumc.org

@
A New Year for Area 506! K ' S
It’s a new year and there are lots of exciting opportunities for our 5th and 6th r-
graders in the year ahead! Please mark your calendars and plan to attend these Co r e

awesome events, and don’t forget to bring a friend!
Movie Night: Friday, January 11, 6:00-8:30 p.m.

Come to watch the movie Evan Almighty and enjoy a dinner of pizza. Livewires begins January 9" for an 8
After the movie we will have some discussion and play games. week session. Bring your kids ages 2

Banana Night: Friday, February 15, 6:30-8:30 p.m. years-6th grade for a Bible lesson, small
A night full of Banana fun with banana games, contests, snacks, & much group time, crafts, games and more each
more! Wednesday from 6:45-8:00. Help is

Mini-Golf and Pizza: Friday, May 23, 6:30-9:00 p.m. needed to assist in the preschool class,
Meet at the Church for dinner and some brief games and then we will car- | please contact Abby if you are interested
pool over for some mini-golf fun! in helping or to sign-up your kids.
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