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It was September 6, 1620 when a
group of pilgrims set sail from Plymouth
Harbor, England for religious freedom in
America. It was a very difficult autumn
crossing and took 65 days to complete.
Before the pilgrims disembarked at Ply-
mouth Rock they devised the Mayflower
Compact that would serve to govern
their new colony where all would have
the freedom to worship God as they
chose.
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Remember Where 1 The Compact stated: “We whose names

It All Began!? are underwritten, the loyal subjects of
our dread sovereign lord King James...
Asiiiiof ) Having undertaken, for the glory of
Thaltlae God, and advancement of the Christian
faith, and honor of our king and coun-
Parenting for 3 try, a voyage to plant the first colony in
Experience

the northern parts of Virginia, do by
these presents solemnly and mutually
in the presence of God and one of an-
other, covenant, and combine ourselves
together into a civil body politic, for our
better ordering and preservation, and
furtherance of the ends aforesaid; and
by virtue hereof to enact, constitute,
and frame such just and equal laws,
ordinances, acts, constitutions, offices
from time to time, as shall be thought
most meet and convenient for the gen-
| eral good of the colony: unto which we
promise all due submission and obedi-
ence. In witness whereof we have here-
# under subscribed our names; Cape Cod,
# the 11th of November...” (Winslow,
Mourt’s Relation: A Journal of the Pil-
| grims at Plymouth, 1622).

Happy New Year! 4
(Church year that is)

The Mayflower missed its target of
landing in Virginia and came ashore in
Cape Cod on November 11, 1620. They
arrived too late to plant crops and of
the original 103 pilgrims only 56 sur-
vived the first, long, New England win-
ter. In the spring they built homes and
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planted crops. They had developed
friendships with the Wampanoag Indians
and traded with them. Some of the Indi-
ans had learned English from the Viking
fisherman and so were able to communi-
cate with the pilgrims. They enjoyed
peace with their neighboring Native
Americans.

They were especially thankful to God
that their harvest was plentiful and they
gathered and stored crops for the long
winter. William Bradford, the governor,
declared a day of thanksgiving towards
God. So the pilgrims and their neighbor-
ing Indian tribes prepared a great feast
to share together. This feast was
planned to thank the Indians for teach-
ing them how to hunt and to cook the
foods such as: turkey, corn, pumpkins
and cranberries. The new settlers ac-
knowledged they would not likely had
survived had it not been for the Indians
teaching them how to cook those foods.

Cranberries were at the first thanksgiv-
ing feast and we continue to serve them
today. It is a small, sour berry that
grows in the bogs of New England. The
Indians used the cranberries to treat in-
fections and their juice to dye rugs and
blankets. It was the Indians who taught
the pilgrims to add water and sweeter to
make cranberry sauce.

Consider reading this brief historical syn-
opsis, of what led to the very first
Thanksgiving, around your table this
year and let us take time to 1) thank
God for the freedom to worship Him
openly and 2) for the pilgrims that
risked and suffered much to establish
that freedom in the land we call America.

A very blessed Thanksgiving,
Linda Bynum
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A SEASON OF THANKFULNESS
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You are worthy,
our Lord and God,
1o receive glory
and honor and power,
For you created all
things,

And by your will
they existed

and were created.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!
(Church year that is)
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