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It was September 6, 1620 when a 
group of pilgrims set sail from Plymouth 
Harbor, England for religious freedom in 
America.  It was a very difficult autumn 
crossing and took 65 days to complete.  
Before the pilgrims disembarked at Ply-
mouth Rock they devised the Mayflower 
Compact that would serve to govern 
their new colony where all would have 
the freedom to worship God as they 
chose. 
 

The Compact stated: “We whose names 
are underwritten, the loyal subjects of 
our dread sovereign lord King James…
Having undertaken, for the glory of 
God, and advancement of the Christian 
faith, and honor of our king and coun-
try, a voyage to plant the first colony in 
the northern parts of Virginia, do by 
these presents solemnly and mutually 
in the presence of God and one of an-
other, covenant, and combine ourselves 
together into a civil body politic, for our 
better ordering and preservation, and 
furtherance of the ends aforesaid; and 
by virtue hereof to enact, constitute, 
and frame such just and equal laws, 
ordinances, acts, constitutions, offices 
from time to time, as shall be thought 
most meet and convenient for the gen-
eral good of the colony: unto which we 
promise all due submission and obedi-
ence. In witness whereof we have here-
under subscribed our names; Cape Cod, 
the 11th of November…” (Winslow, 
Mourt’s Relation: A Journal of the Pil-
grims at Plymouth, 1622). 
 

The Mayflower missed its target of 
landing in Virginia and came ashore in 
Cape Cod on November 11, 1620.  They 
arrived too late to plant crops and of 
the original 103 pilgrims only 56 sur-
vived the first, long, New England win-
ter.  In the spring they built homes and 

planted crops.  They had developed 
friendships with the Wampanoag Indians 
and traded with them.  Some of the Indi-
ans had learned English from the Viking 
fisherman and so were able to communi-
cate with the pilgrims.  They enjoyed 
peace with their neighboring Native 
Americans.  
  

They were especially thankful to God 
that their harvest was plentiful and they 
gathered and stored crops for the long 
winter.  William Bradford, the governor, 
declared a day of thanksgiving towards 
God.  So the pilgrims and their neighbor-
ing Indian tribes prepared a great feast 
to share together.  This feast was 
planned to thank the Indians for teach-
ing them how to hunt and to cook the 
foods such as:  turkey, corn, pumpkins 
and cranberries.  The new settlers ac-
knowledged they would not likely had 
survived had it not been for the Indians 
teaching them how to cook those foods. 
 

Cranberries were at the first thanksgiv-
ing feast and we continue to serve them 
today.  It is a small, sour berry that 
grows in the bogs of New England.  The 
Indians used the cranberries to treat in-
fections and their juice to dye rugs and 
blankets.  It was the Indians who taught 
the pilgrims to add water and sweeter to 
make cranberry sauce. 
 

Consider reading this brief historical syn-
opsis, of what led to the very first 
Thanksgiving, around your table this 
year and let us take time to 1)  thank 
God for the freedom to worship Him 
openly and 2)  for the pilgrims that 
risked and suffered much to establish 
that freedom in the land we call America. 
                                                          
A very blessed Thanksgiving, 
Linda Bynum 
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give thanks to God for being alive, having some 

food to eat and new friends, the Indians. 

This is when the Pilgrims invited the Indians to 

have a large dinner to celebrate God blessing them 

in a new land. 

 

One craft project that I will be working on with 

my 2 year old will be tracing her hands for turkey 

name cards at the dinner table.  Of course due to 

her age I will do all of the cutting and she can help 

to attach an orange triangle for 

the beak, the red tear drop for 

the snood (the fleshy red thing 

that hangs from the top of the 

beak), color the fingers for the 

feathers and may help me to 

write the names.  We will lay 

them on each plate to let every-

one know where they sit.  This may not seem to 

tie God into the holiday but as our children are 

older we will have them use the “finger” feathers 

to draw or write what they thank God for. 

 

We also want our children to understand at an 

early age that just as God has blessed us with 

many provisions in our life, we need to express 

gratitude by giving back.  Just as the Wampanoag 

Indians helped the Pilgrims live, we are making a 

giving jar to collect spare change throughout the 

year for different needs.  At first, it may just be a 

donation to provide meals, school supplies or toys 

but hopefully one day we can help make those 

meals or hand out those supplies/toys. 

 

With just a few of these ideas we can continue to 

teach our children about thankfulness for our na-

tion’s history in God’s Word instead of society’s 

self-centered entitlements and complaints.  In 

Psalms 107:22 it says “Let them sacrifice thank 

offerings and tell of his works with songs of joy.” 

and Barbara Rainey stated in her book, Thanks-

giving:  A Time to Remember, “…being thankful 

forces us to take our eyes off ourselves and put 

them on the Lord”.  What a small gesture for all 

that we are blessed with in our lives.  As it contin-

ues to get colder and Christmas is upon us this 

thankfulness extends to the celebration of God 

taking on human form just as he promised.  It is a 

great reminder as we teach our children to follow 

the true meaning of the upcoming holidays. 

 

Erin Wines 

The air is cool, the leaves have changed colors 

and football is in full swing.  Thanksgiving is 

upon us and society often ignores the true mean-

ing of the holiday and looks at it as “Turkey Day” 

with a large family meal and an extra helping of 

football.  As parents we really need to teach the 

real meaning of Thanksgiving and why the 

United States celebrates this tradition.  For our 

littlest members of the family there are stories, 

crafts and service projects that can help them un-

derstand how God is the center of this holiday 

season. 

 

The easiest way to start is to take any short chil-

dren’s picture book about Thanksgiving and 

make sure that the message is close to being cor-

rect.  If the story lacks the facts that should be 

emphasized or needs to be simplified you can just 

show them the pictures while telling an age ap-

propriate story.  A simple set of details that Dr. 

Bill from Focus on the Family outlines for his 

young children are: 

• A long time ago there were a group of people 

called Puritans that lived in country called Eng-

land. 

• The Puritans believed in God and wanted to 

follow Him the way the Bible tells us to, but the 

king of England wanted them to follow his way 

of worshiping God. 

• The Puritans felt is very important to do what 

God said not what the king said.  So they packed 

everything they owned on very large ships to sail 

across the ocean to a new land.  This new land is 

where we are now called the United States. 

• Crossing the ocean was very hard and many 

people got very sick on the ships. 

• When they arrived to the new land there were 

no towns, streets or houses, just forest and fields.  

The people worked very hard to build small 

houses and grow wheat. 

• They discovered that Indians were living in 

the land and they were scared of the Indians and 

the Indians were scared of them. 

• Soon the Indians taught the Pilgrims how to 

hunt, fish, and grow corn (since the wheat would 

not grow). 

• It was almost a year before the Pilgrims had 

good crops but they knew that it was important to 
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Thanksgiving has always been a time to 

look back and to be thankful.  Each time 

this holiday rolls around, the emphasis for 

me is slightly different.  This year as I 

looked back and considered all the ways 

that God has blessed me, the thing that 

stood out the most was his relationship 

with me.  The God of Isaiah 6 and Reve-

lation 4 wanted to have a relationship 

with me, a mutually beneficial relation-

ship at that.  He cared enough that he set 

up the understanding of his salvation for 

thousands of years before he fulfilled it in 

Jesus Christ.  He set up my early years to 

be in a place where I heard and under-

stood His message of grace and love.  

Then He showed Himself to me.  There 

have been 8 or 10 experiences in my life 

where I have really, truly, and authenti-

cally encountered God in a powerful way. 

 

As parents do we promote this in our chil-

dren’s lives?  We often times aim for con-

trol rather than experience.  It is so much 

easier to use the ten commandments to 

achieve a predictable outcome rather than 

to achieve a relationship.  So often in life 

we are short of time or patience so we tell 

the “rules” for a situation.  In Exodus 20 

God tells the Israelites how they should 

act.  God didn’t do this so that he could 

control them, he could have easily made 

them different, changed their minds or 

recreated them in some way to control 

their behavior.  He gave the law because 

He needed them to understand Him.  Af-

ter the ten commandments (Ex 20:1-17) 

God gave an invitation to the Israelites to 

come up to Mt Sinai.  God’s law was 

given so that the relationship between 

3 

God and his people would be as 

proper as it could be, allowing his 

chosen people into his presence.  The 

law facilitated the relationship. 

 

It is the same for us today.  The rules 

we have; close your eyes and fold 

your hands during prayer, you need to 

be in church, and you should read 

your Bible.  Those are all rules that 

are meant to facilitate our relationship 

with God.  None of those things are 

salvation issues, but they allow us to 

interact with God in a better way.  Let 

us find ways to point our children to-

wards an interaction with God first 

and foremost, after all was not 

Methodism founded after Wesley 

found his heart strangely warmed? 

 

Joe Rea 
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You are worthy,  

our Lord and God, 

To receive glory  

and honor and power,  

For you created all 

things, 

And by your will  

they existed 

and were created. 
Revelation 4:11  



First United Methodist Church 
45201 N. Territorial Road 

Plymouth, Michigan 48170 

734-453-5280 • 734-453-0375 (Fax) 

www.pfumc.org 

 

Christian Education Department 
Linda A. Bynum, Director of Christian Education  

Joe Rea, Director of Youth Ministry 

Erin Wines & Chantel Spieth, Directors of Nursery Ministry 

 

4 

Advent comes from the Latin adventus meaning 

“coming” and is a time of expectant waiting and 

preparation.  Advent begins the new calendar year for 

the church.  This year it begins November 30.  As the 

first church season, it is remembered by changing the 

dossal curtain (behind the communion table) to pur-
ple and the weekly lighting of the Advent Wreath.  

The color purple symbolizes penitence and fasting as 

well as royalty or “our coming King”.  Advent is the 

four weeks prior to Christmas.  We often use the term 

Incarnation which is God willfully taking on the limi-

tation of human flesh.  The Bible and our creeds re-

mind us that Jesus was born of a virgin.  Born in 

humble surroundings in the town of Bethlehem a 

child comes to save the world and show us how to 

enter a relationship with our Father God, the Creator 

of the Universe and all that is.   

 

The Voice reminds us: “The focus of the entire sea-

son is the celebration of the birth of Jesus the Christ 

in his First Advent, and the anticipation of the return 

of Christ the King in his Second Advent.  Thus, Ad-

vent is far more than simply marking a 2,000 year old 

event in history.  It is celebrating a truth about God, 

the revelation of God in Christ whereby all of crea-

tion might be reconciled to God.  That is a process in 

which we now participate and the consummation of 

which we anticipate.  Scripture reading for Advent 

will reflect this emphasis on the Second Ad-

vent.” (www.cresourcei.org/cyadvent.html) 

 

The candles on our Advent wreath include 3 

purple, 1 pink and 1 white center candle.  The 

first is the candle of expectation or hope (some 

traditions Prophesy).  The 3 remaining candles 

may highlight different aspects of the Advent 

story.  Some possibilities are:  Bethlehem, 

Shepherds, Angels; or peace, love, joy. or John 

the Baptist, Mary, the Magi, or Annunciation, 

Proclamation, Fulfillment.  The third Sunday 

we light the pink candle and on Christmas Eve 

the white center candle which is called the 

Christ Candle is lit.  It is in the center to remind 

us the heart of the season is the incarnation of 

Jesus.  O Come, O Come Emmanuel! (God 

with us). 

                                                                           

Merry CHRISTmas, 

                                                                           

Linda Bynum 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
(Church year that is) 


